
�



 
‘Some Records of Troutbeck’

FREE PDF DOWNLOAD 

www.troutbeck.org

 

Text Scanned by Brian Streeter 

& Re-formatted by Brian Liddell 

From the Original Printing 

Kindly Donated by David Wilmot 

February  12th, 2009.



IN LOVING REMEMBRANCE

 
of

 
GEORGE HENRY JOYCE

FOR UPWARDS OF FORTY YEARS 

SCHOOLMASTER AND ORGANIST OF 

TROUTBECK, WHO ENDED HIS LIFE 

OF SERVICE FOR THE VILLAGE ON 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH, 1924, 

AND WAS LAID TO REST IN THE 

CHURCHYARD HE LOVED SO WELL

 
 
 

Printed by 

KENTMERE LTD., Staveley, Kendal



�



�

MONGST Mr. Joyce’s papers 
were found many giving inter-
esting information of the past 
history of Troutbeck—and 
this little book containing 
some of them is issued with 
the thought, that it might 

perhaps form a fitting Memorial of the affection 
and esteem in which he was held by all who knew 
him, and that many of his friends would wish 
to possess a copy. It is proposed to place one 
more strongly bound, in the Church Safe, that 
the details gathered by Mr. Joyce from Mr. Geo. 
Browne, who placed much information at his 
service, and from various other sources, might be 
available for a future generation.

The following were some of Mr. Joyce’s activi-
ties during his f irst 18 years in the Parish— 
needless to say they were much increased in later 
years :—

In 1882 he established a Penny Bank for the 
Children; he did all the work in connec-
tion with it and paid all expenses, up to the 
year 1900. Deposits amounted to upwards 
of £230.

For several years he got up Children’s Concerts 
and with the proceeds bought Swings for 
the Playground and about 450 books for 
the School Library. The School Funds were 
also helped considerably.
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In 1893 he organised a Bazaar which realised 
£200 for the School Funds.

He always taught in the Sunday School, and was 
Organist and Choirmaster at the Church 
during all this period.

He was Treasurer for the Troutbeck Branch of 
the C.E.T.S. since its formation in 1883.

For 9 years he was a co-worker for the Band of 
Hope in conjunction with the Rev. C. G. 
Townley—since August, 1893, he had the 
sole care and management of the “Band of 
Hope.”

For more than 12 years he ran a Magazine Club 
for the village.

During the construction of the Thirlmere 
Water-works he assisted the Vicar with 
Night Schools and Mission Services for 
the Navvies.

He was Treasurer of the Troutbeck Branch 
of the Young Men’s Friendly Society and 
taught a Night School in connection with 
it.

He was a member of the Institute Committee 
for many years and was appointed Treas-
urer in 1895—since then he has raised over 
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£60 for the benefit of its funds—With the 
help of the Rev. C. G. Townley he arranged 
and catalogued more than 700 books which 
formed the Institute Library—from time 
to time he procured money to purchase new 
books.

He bought a Magic Lantern and with it showed 
many hundreds of slides for various paroch-
ial purposes.

During his first 18 years in the Parish he 
arranged over 80 Concerts, Entertainments, 
Balls, etc., the proceeds of which have been 
used for the benefit of the Church, the 
School, and the Institute. 

He taught Singing Classes and got together a 
Choir which gave two performances of the 
Cantata “ Under the Palms.” He conducted 
choirs of adults and children, services of 
song, and carol services.

All these schemes for the good of the village 
were largely supplemented in successive years; in 
fact there was no movement for the benefit of 
others in which he was not ready to take a promi-
nent part and to do most of the work. 

Truly the remembrance of his deeds lives after 
him, and our gratitude is best shown by making a 
reality of the prayer of Charles Dickens :— 

“Lord, keep my memory green.”
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EXTRACTS RELATING TO THE 
COUNTY AND THE DIOCESE 
FROM FERGUSON’S HISTORY OF 

WESTMORLAND.

From 607 (Battle of Chester), the Deiran or 
southern portion of Westmorland, was part of 
Yorkshire—it became wholly English in 1092 
(William Rufus). At the time of the survey for 
the Domesday Book, Lancashire did not exist—
it was all part of Yorkshire. 

The spelling in the Saxon Chronicle is given as 
Westmoringland.

The Latin spelling was Westmaria, or West—
meria.

In Henry the 1st time it was Westmarieland.
In Henry the 2nd time it was Westmariland.
In Richard the 1st time it was Westmerieland, 

also Westmereland (land of the western meres 
or lakes).

The Roman Church in 668 sent a Greek 
monk—Theodore of Tarsus— to Britain; he 
became Archbishop of Canterbury. 

In 1133 Henry the lst constituted the land of 
Carlisle (Carliole) into a Bishopric. Æthelwulf 
was the first Bishop—the Barony of Appleby was 
in Carlisle Diocese and the Barony of Kendal was 
in York Diocese—from 1133 to 1856 the Bisho-
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pric of Carlisle consisted of only a portion of 
the two counties of Westmorland and Cumber-
land— in 1856 the boundaries were extended 
to include Lancashire north of the Sands—all 
Westmorland and all Cumberland—except the 
Parish of Alston.

The southern portions of Cumberland and 
Westmorland were part of the Diocese of York, 
being included in the Archdeaconry of Rich-
mond. These portions remained in the Diocese 
of York until Henry VIII. created the Bishopric 
of Chester in 1541.—Cumberland and Westmor-
land were subject to the See of York and were 
called the land of Carlisle. These Counties had 
no religious house within their limits. They 
remained in the See of York until Henry VIII. 
founded the See of Chester to which they were 
transferred and in which See they remained until 
1856.

Henry VIII. put the Barony of Kendal into his 
new diocese of Chester, and the two baronies 
continued to have different Bishops until 1856 
when, upon the death of Dr. Percy, Bishop of 
Carlisle, the Barony of Kendal—and Lancashire 
north of Sands—were transferred to the Diocese 
of Carlisle, the additions of 1856 to the See of 
Carlisle formed the “ Archdeaconry of Westmor-
land.” The Archdeaconry of Richmond was part 
of the Diocese of Chester until 1856, when the 
Archdeaconry of Macclesfield took its place.
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The Southern boundary of the Diocese of Car-
lisle until 1856 ran across modern Westmorland 
below Ullswater, to the upper valley of the Eden, 
and down the river Derwent to the sea. Until 
1884 that was the boundary of the Archdeaconry 
of that name.
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TROUTBECK. 

TROUTBECK is first mentioned in an 
inquisition of the year 1282. 

The ancient township of Troutbeck 
included the present township, and also that of 
Ambleside, and being a royal deer forest was sub-
ject to the rigorous forest laws of the period. 

In 1336 some men entered the park at Troubeck, 
hunted there, carried away deer, and killed two 
mares worth £20. (See Calendar of Patent 
Rolls.) 

Ambleside was divided from Troutbeck in 1552, 
when the forest was disparked. The southern end 
of Troutbeck extending to the lake was called the 
Old Park. When it was disparked the land was 
divided among the tenants. 

In 1615 George Browne disputed the King’s 
right to take fish from the Troutbeck. (James 
I.) 

Church—village musicians played in the gal-
lery—fiddles, pitch pipe, etc. 

Churchwardens’ Accounts begin in 1641. 
Parson Dudley Walker lived at Matthew Howe. 

(1663—1694.)
Parson Grisedale lived at Town Head. (1694—

1722)
Parson Sewell lived at Low Fold. (1827—

1889.)
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The new park with different boundaries was 
granted by Charles I. to Huddleston Phillipson. 

The township was divided into “hundreds.”
The Howe was built by Sir John Wilson (Judge), 

born 6th August, 1741, on the Applethwaite side 
of the valley; Church Registers say at the Howe. 
Died 11th October, 1793. Made a Judge and a 
Knight in 1786.

Admiral Wilson who was his son and died 
1870, aged 81, succeeded to the Howe.

Julius Caesar Ibbetson, born in Yorkshire, 
lived in Troutbeck. Exhibited at Royal Academy 
in 1785; also in 1812; died soon afterwards.

Either at or near to Matthew Howe there used 
to be an old inn called “The Jolly Dragon,” kept 
by an old soldier called Peter Birkett.

Lane near to called Peter Lane.
Cherry Tree once belonged to the Storey fam-

ily, and was at one time an inn known as “The 
Bay Horse.”

The house on the site of the present District 
Bank House was notable as the home of Thomas 
Hoggart or “Ald Hoggart,” the rustic poet.

The old house faced south, and was at one time 
an inn kept by George Hoggart, under the name 
of “The Black Bull.” 
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Troutbeck Church.
LINES ON TROUTBECK CHURCH  

By Professor Wilson (Christohper North). 

Many a year ago 
This little dome to God was consecrate 
And ever since hath undisturbed peace 
Sat on it, moveless as the brooding dove 
That must not leave her nest.

EARLY mention of a Church or Chapel—
George Browne, Town Head, in his Will 
dated 8 March, 1558, left a legacy towards 

the reparation of the Chapel of Troutbeck. 

To go farther back—to 1554—Sir John Dixon, 
Incumbent of Troutbeck, attended the Bishop of 
Chester’s Visitation at Windermere in 1554, and 
in 1569 he was still at Troutbeck. 

The Chapel was built of stone (replacing a 
wooden building) in 1562. It was consecrated 
twice within a year, viz.:—18 July, 1562, by the 
Bishop of Chester (William Downham), and 
called Jesus Chapel; then 30 April, 1563, by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury (Mathew Parker). 

Adam Carus was the Rector of Windermere at 
that time. 

Extract from first Deed, (1562).— “Troutbeck is 
distant and remote from the parish Church of 
Windermere, the space of three myles soe that 
they cann neither bring the bodyes of the dead 
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to be bruyed att their parish Church without 
their great and extraordinary cost and discom-
moditye nor carrye their children to be baptized 
without great danger of soul and bodye.” “The 
said Chappell, Oratory, or Place appointed for 
Prayer, called for the honour thereof by the name 
of Jesus which is manifestly knowne to be situ-
ated within the bounds and lymitt of Windermer 
aforesaid.” 

Extract from second Deed, (1563).—”A Church or 
Chappell with a competent churchyard adjoining 
to the same, anciently seated and decently build-
ed. A long time the memory of man whereof is 
not to the contrary hithertoward of you hath not 
been required.” 

Neither that ye be or may be of any malignant 
men hereof hindered or restrained.” 

Verbatim copies of these two Consecration 
Deeds are to be found in the Church Safe—the 
first mentioned was made by Wm. Robinson who 
was minister of Troutbeck 1633 to 1644 —and 
the second by Benjamin Browne, born 1664; died 
1747. 

Fom 1671 to 1682 there were continual repairs 
to the windows. 

In 1686 to 1687 the chapelwardens paid £5 for 
painting the chapel—a large sum for those times; 
half the minister’s yearly stipend. 

In the plan of the Chapel made about 1707 
there were three windows in the east end (centre 
one larger, a small one at each side); on north 
side of chancel one window, on south side two; 
five other single—light windows on each side of 
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church, and a smaller one over chancel door on 
south. There was no door at the west end, but 
one on each side of the chapel, between the first 
and second window on the west end. The doors 
were at the width of three seats from the west 
wall. 

In 1707 the font stood near the west end of the 
centre aisle or nave, between the ends of the seats 
on the west of the cross aisle. 

In 1708 the pulpit was removed from the posi-
tion where it is at present placed, and a new pul-
pit and reading-desk was erected on the west side 
of the priest’s door. Previous to this the read-
ing-desk stood in the chancel, near the screen, 
about two yards from the door. In about a month 
after it was erected someone broke into the chap-
el, cut it down, and removed it into the steeple, 
and when it was put up again it was placed on the 
north side near the pulpit. 

There appears to have been a steeple at the 
west end, open to the aisle. In 1670 to 1671 the 
chapelwardens paid £5 for liming it, and 2/6 for 
a cradle, which shows that it was considerably 
higher than the roof of the chapel. 

The bell bears the date 1631, and has a mot-
to:— “Jesus be our speede.” 

Large figures of Moses and Aaron used to stand 
on either side of the East Window, and they, and 
also the Sun Dial disappeared between 1869 and 
1879. 

The gallery was erected in 1736. 
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At a visitation of the Archdeacon of Richmond 
held at Kendal on 24 April, 1735, the Chapel-
wardens gave a report on the Chapel:— 

“We present the Chapel of Troutbeck the 
covering thereof not being in sufficient repair, 
the walls not being well plastered, and the win-
dows shattered and broken. 

We present the steepel of the said Chap-
el so very ruinous and like to fall that ‘twas 
thought prudent to take the Bell down to pre-
vent it being broken in the fall. 

We present our Chapel Yard not being suf-
ficiently fenced, the Gates thereof not set up 
as hath been accustomed but lying upon the 
common field.” 

During 1735 and 1736 the chapel was rebuilt, 
at a total cost of £147 10s. 0d. George Browne 
of Beckside left a legacy of £100 in 1734 for 
this purpose; a Rate that was levied brought in  
£47 18s. 0d.; the Byholders of seats subscribed 
£2 7s. 0d. for painting the chapel. (Byholders 
were those persons holding seats in the nave but 
residing out of the chapelry). The painting above 
mentioned was the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed 
on the north side of the east window, and the 
Ten Commandments on the south side. Over the 
centre of the East Window a life-sized figure of 
Christ was painted, and some texts between the 
windows in the chancel. The Royal Arms was 
dated 1737, and may have been painted at the 
same time.

It is a question whether the whole of the Walls 
of the old Church were taken down to their foun-



14 15

dations. Evidence at the east and west ends con-
firm this. 

The seating arrangement was not much altered. 
The old seats in the nave were made of oak, with 
open backs with merely a rail for support. These 
were not changed till 1861. The seats in the 
chancel were of oak and panelled. 

The old oak Communion Table (now in the 
porch) was presented by John Philipson, of Cau-
sey, in 1684. 

At the parochial Visitation in 1707 the Ordi-
nary ordered the Chapel to be f lagged. Previ-
ously there was only an earthen f loor; more con-
venient when there were frequent burials. On 3 
May, 1708, a Rate was laid to pay for f lagging; it 
realised £5 4s. 10d. Much voluntary work in con-
nection with the f lagging was done:—22 persons 
sent a man and horse each and ‘trayled ff lagges’ 
from Applethwaite Quarry to the Chapel; they 
gave 28 days’ work. 1n addition 17 persons sent a 
man each (19 days’ work) to help the skilled men 
to do the work at the Chapel. 

“Ye Wallers for getting ff lagges on Applethwaite 
Fell were paid 10 pence per day. For dressing and 
Lying ye same—8 pence per day. Total cost of the 
f lagging was £3 15s. 5d.” All the persons’ names 
who did this voluntary work for their Chapel are 
recorded. 

During 1707 and 1708, 14 persons gave one 
day each to “Mossing the Church.” The Moss-
ing was stopping the slates of the roof with moss 
to keep the wind, snow, and rain from getting 
through the roof.
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On 8th and 9th February, 1861, a great gale 
blew a large number of slates off the roof, and the 
whole building was much shaken. Abraham Pat-
tinson’s tender (£39) for re-slating was accepted. 
Admiral Wilson offered to pay for this; accepted 
with thanks. 

As so many came from a distance to the Chap-
el, James Longmire, of Orrest, offered to build a 
stable in which to put their horses during serv-
ice. But ten other persons contributed from Is. to 
7/6 each. The total cost was £8 8s. 6d. 

The stable was built in 1760, just to the south 
of the School. 

Some one was appointed yearly by the Sworn 
Men to provide bread and wine for the serving 
of the Church, and that every house shall pay a 
penny at Easter. 

The Chapel was built in 1562, and yet we find 
an Award dated l5th July, 1571, to settle a dis-
pute about the sittings. 

There were certain chief men called the ‘Sworne 
Men’ or ‘Lord’s Jury’ who decided where people 
were to sit in the Chapel. Only men (Heads of 
Families) were to sit in the chancel, and 42 were 
allotted places there. The first ten seats on either 
side of the Chapel were appropriated to several 
Houses in the chapelry. The Applethwaite por-
tion and the outsiders had their sittings on the 
south side. The free seats were at the west end. 

The Rev. Adam Carus, parson of Windermere, 
and Rowland Philipson, Gentlemen, were the 
arbitrators. The dispute was about the Usage of 
the Chapel, the profits, appurtenances belong-
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ing, and also for the hiring of the Preist. It was; 
decided that the Applethwaite people, “have 
no dealings with nothing appertaining to the 
Church, nor of hiring the Preist, but only to have 
free lyberty to come to the Church to God’s serv-
ice with their wifes and household; to have forms 
in the same order as allotted while they pay their 
yearly saw’d for the Forms.” 

In 1629 there was another difference about 
the seats and other matters. This time 12 Sworn 
Men sat with the two Arbitrators. The Award 
begins:— “That whereas divers and sundry con-
troverses, debates, and disagreements have grown 
up amongst the inhabitants and tenants of Trout-
beck and that part of Applethwaite above Castle 
How being within the limits, signorie, bounds, 
or precincts of the church or chapelry of Trout-
beck.” “And if there be any person or persons 
that do obstinately cross, gainsay, or withstand 
this our order, and will not pav their dues they 
shall be brought before the Ordinary for their 
offence.” 

In 1637 a citation was issued for such as are dis-
satisfied with the Award made in 1629 for allot-
ting seats in the Church to appear at the Con-
sistory Court at Chester on 8th June, 1637. 

A letter signed by 14 persons was sent to the 
Bishop of Chester on the same matter. The Bish-
op’s final order confirming the Award is dated 
7th August, 1637. 

In 1691 a Certificate was given by the Sawders 
re seats in the church. 

There is a Schedule extant showing the seats with 
the names of the holders and the price paid.
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On the north side the charge was 20 pence per 
sitting, varying gradually down to 7 pence; on the 
south side the outsiders paid a little more than 
those in the chapelry. For a seat in the chancel 
2s. had to be paid. These payments were called 
the “Form Salary.” The annual amount was £4 
12s. 3d. which was an important item of income 
when the Minister’s stipend was only £10. 

This Form Salary most likely was commenced 
in 1583. The amounts paid were never altered as 
long as the Form Salary was collected, and con-
tinued to the same Houses as when first appro-
priated. The last collection was made in 1886 
by the Rev. C. G. Townley, and realised £4 4s. 
10d. 

Up to a recent date the men and women sat 
apart in the nave. 

RE-SEATING THE CHURCH:—At a Vestry 
Meeting held 19th April, 1860, Admiral Wilson, of 
the Howe, undertook to lay a wooden floor in the 
body of the Church and put up new seats of a warm-
er description; more comfortable; taking care that 
the various sittings should not be interfered with. 
Also to new flag the Aisle and Chancel; wood work 
of best description, seats to be stained to resemble 
oak. At his own cost or by subscription. (The tiling 
of the Chancel floor outside the Communion rails 
was done in 1897). 

Vestry Meeting, 10th May, 1860.—Samuel 
Taylor, Esq., of Ibbotsholme, offered to defray 
the entire cost of fitting up the Chancel accord-
ing to plan; accepted with thanks. Faculty pews 
to be like the others; but same accommodation 
as before. 
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George Browne’s Faculty sitting was granted in 
1707. Admiral Wilson’s Faculty to erect a pew 
in the north east corner of the Church was ob-
tained about 1818 or 1820. 

PULPIT:— The old pulpit was of wood. At 
one time it stood at the west of the priest’s door; 
then opposite on the north side. It was the old 
three decker style till 1861. A Faculty was grant-
ed 22nd January, 1891, to erect a new Pulpit of 
Caen stone in memory of the late Rev. William 
Venn. Mrs. Venn paid for this. 

The PRAYER DESK has been in three or four 
different positions (see page 13). The present 
one made of oak with seat and platform) was sub-
scribed for in memory of the Rev. W. Lowthian, 
and erected in 1908. 

The present oak Communion Table was 
obtained by the Rev. C. G. Townley. 

The FONT, octagonal, of white freestone, was 
erected in 1861, and was the gift of Miss M. 
Dawson, of the Cragg.

The Stained Glass Windows in the Church are 
as follows:— 

THE EAST WINDOW — presented in 1873 by 
Mr. J. M. Dunlop,of Holehird, in memory of 
his wife who died in 1867. 

	 Sir Edward Burne-Jones—all the large figures, 
Peter, the Virgin Mary, John, Paul. Four small 
figures above the large ones—two in centre 
and two on right. One small window at bot-
tom—left of centre.
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	 Ford Madox Brown—two small windows at 
bottom—right hand side.

	 William Morris—small window at bottom—
extreme left; two small ones above figure of  
Peter; two small ones at the top in the cen-
tre. Small designs at bottom of window:—Bap-
tism of Jesus; Blessing little children; Feed my 
Lambs; Emmaus. 

WILSON WINDOW:—To the memory of Lieut-
Wilson—put in by his sister Charlotte (Mrs. 
Venn). Subject—Adoration of the Shepherds. 

WILSON WINDOW:—To John Wilson, Admi-
ral ; put in by his daughters. Subject — Rais-
ing of Lazurus. 

SEWELL WINDOW:—To Rev. W. Sewell, vicar 
Troutbeck from 1827 to 1869 ; put in by his son 
Robert: Subject—Christ’s charge to Peter.  

LONGMIRE WINDOW:—To James Longmire, 
of Longmire. Subject— The Good Shepherd. 

THE BIRKETT FAMILY WINDOW:—To nine 
persons who died from 1826 to 1872. Sub-
ject—The Sermon on the Mount. 

JOHN SARGENT WINDOWS (2) put in by 
his daughters. He died 24th May, 1875. Sub-
jects—Christ at Bethany; Christ calling His 
disciples. 

JOHN WYBERGH WINDOW:—He died 25th 
March, 1883. His son. William, died 5th June, 
1871. Subject: Angel with a Scroll— “Blessed 
are the pure in heart.” 

D. I. FLATTELY WINDOW:—He died 21st 
October, 1897. Put in 1898 by his daugh-
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ter, Mrs. Ross. Subject— “The Ascension,” 
designed by Sir. E. Burne-Jones. 

The ORGAN was presented by J. M. Dunlop, 
Esq., of Holehird, in 1870. 

The LECTERN was presented by Mr. John 
Brownrigg in 1861. 

The present SCREEN was put up in 1861, 
when the Church was re-seated. 

The Old Oak CHEST which is now in the 
Vestry used to be the only repository of books, 
plate, etc. It formerly stood in the Chancel, to 
the north of the Communion Table. It had three 
locks, and before the Iron Safe was bought it was 
in regular use in the Vestry.

It was the custom to bury the dead inside the 
chapel, often underneath where they sat for wor-
ship. A grave in the Chancel cost 4/-; in the body 
of the Chapel, 3/4. For a grave in the church-
yard for a person not belonging to the parish the 
charge was 1/-.

On December 25th, 1592. an Agreement was 
made by the Sworn Men and Sawders for ye Church 
Stocke or Endowment. This money appears to 
have been lent to parishioners who gave security; 
i.e.:—it was invested with the landowners of the 
chapelry. The amounts varied from 10 shillings 
to 40 shillings. In 1629 it totalled £143 and was 
lent out to 38 persons. Lists of the borrowers 
and amounts are extant. In 1583 an Order was 
made by the Sworn Men that books and papers be 
kept in the “Chest at the Church for a continual 
record of quiet order. The priest’s wage doth fall 
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or rise Herebefore the Church Stocke bath wast-
ed or decayed, the township not knowing how.” 

The Sawders, Salary Men or Collectors of the 
Church Stock had a formidable Oath to take 
when they were appointed. They had to collect 
and gather all debts and duties belonging to the 
Church and bestow the same upon some neces-
sary use, pay the Minister his wages, give a just 
and true account of all goods; then appoint other 
three honest and discreet men for the next year. 

Revocation of an Excommunication :
23rd October, 1622—Letter from Thomas 

Bousfield, Rector of Windermere, to Richard 
Pearson, Minister of Troutbeck. “ I am enjoyned 
by authoritie from my lord of Chester to absolve 
the bearer Adam Birkett (or Birkhead) from the 
sentence of excommunication. I require yourself 
and the churchwardens to receive him into the 
Church and congregation.” 

VESTY MEETINGS:—
13th April, 1823—a Selected Vestry was estab-

lished in Troutbeck to meet once in two weeks for 
the management of the Concerns of the Poor. 

 lOth April, 1836— at the Mortal Man — 11 
amounts paid weekly to pensioners. 

The four next meetings the record says: “Noth-
ing to do.”

7th July, 1836—at the Mortal Man—”agreed 
not to pay Widdow Walker’s passige to a mirakay 
till thay had tryed the effects of the new poor 
low.”
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One meeting was cal ed to be held at the house 
of Mr. James Green, the sign of the Mortal Man 
Inn; 23 present. 

Even after the Institute was built, meetings 
were called at the Reading Room, but adjourned 
to the Mortal Man to transact the business. 

Their usual business was to examine the Chapel 
Wardens’ Accounts; appoint new Wardens; elect 
the Overseers and a Surveyor of Highways; levy 
a Rate for the expenses of the Church; appoint 
Constables and Sawders. 

Six men who were qualified and liable to serve 
were appointed as constables for the ensuing 
year; last date of such appointment. 7th March, 
1872. 

The attendance at some Vestry Meetings was 
very thin; in 1902, 3 persons; 1903, same 3; 
1907, 4 present; 1916, still 4. 

The CHAPEL WARDENS’ ACCOUNTS  
provide some interesting facts:—They had main-
ly to depend on the Church Rates which were 
compulsory till they were abolished in 1868, 
though they continued to be collected here till 
1876. Sometimes they were the only source of 
income, The Rate laid varied from 1 penny to 8 
pence in the £. At the last Assessment there were 
171 names of Rate-payers; it realised £12 14s. 
4d. Even in modern times their incomes were 
small. Take the year 1871 to 1880: the Warden’s 
average receipts were £10 15s. 4d; expenses £11 
12s. 6d. Here are four incomes from the previ-
ous 10 years—£5 28. 9d.; £6 148. 0d.; £3 148. 
0d.; £8 5s. 9d. There were very few Offertories 
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taken in the year; e.g.: in 1879, 5 times; in 1880, 
twice; in 1881, 4 times; in 1882, 8 times; in 
1883, 5 times; in 1884, 10 times. The amounts 
realised were (1) £10 7s. 10d.; (2) £6 17s. 2d.; 
(3) £7 14s. 9d.; (4) £10 16s. 7d.; (5) £8 15s. 3d.; 
(6) £10 10s. 10d. At a meeting held 11th April, 
1907, it was resolved “that Offertories be taken 
at the Evening Services all the year.” 

As St. Martin’s, Windermere, was the Mother 
Church, Troutbeck had to contribute yearly to 
the General Expenses of that church. This was 
laid down in the Consecration Deed, 1562, and 
continued to be paid till 1859. The amounts var-
ied according to demand: £3, £4, £5, £6, £8, £12, 
£14 as Bowness Church required the money.

Formerly the interior walls were whitewashed; 
the Wardens’ Accounts show the cost. 

The colour-washing and painting were begun 
in 1900.

The church used to be lit with candles stuck in 
sconces hung on nails in the walls. 

The first bill for oil appears in 1886 (12 gal-
lons for 10s.). The lamps were subscribed for 
by Colonel Dawson and a few friends in 1886 
or 1888. Special Offertories for Church Lamps 
were made in 1907, £117s. 10d.; in 1908, £112s. 
2d.; in 1911, £3 13s. 7d. 

HEATING:— There used to be one stove 
in the church; services were held in the after-
noons. The earlier bills for coals are astonish-
ing; between 1860 and 1870 the year’s supply 
cost 2/6, 2/6, 6/-, 18/3, 1/01/2, 4/1. Some ear-
lier ones were less.



24 25

A grate was set up in the Vestry in 1864.
The first mention of a Heating Apparatus was 

in 1879, but the heat was insufficient. Larger 
boiler and pipes had to be obtained. The lat-
est boiler was set up in 1918; cost, £48 1s. 1d., 
raised by subscriptions. 

OUTSIDE PAINTING, &c.—1894. Painting 
of Spouts and outside of Church, £1 12s. 10d.

1894 (March). Mr. B. Pattinson, Longmire, 
panelled the Church porch and painted the door 
and gates of the Church and Churchyard. 

1921 (June). Spouts, Doors, Gates, Railings 
were painted; Windows and Tower repaired; cost 
£34. 

ACCOUNTS.—From 1827 to 1872 parchment 
was bought almost every year for the Registers, 
etc., the amounts varied from 2/6 to 11/-. 

For scores of years appears the item—“One 
gallon of wine, 18/-.” (In one year they had to 
gallons). Communion was then only four or five 
times a year. 

In 1869 appears 9 cwt. of coal and 11 1/2 cwt. 
of slack for 4/1.

Washing surplus and sweeping chapel, 6/9.
In 1832 they bought 13 yards of linen cloth for 

a surplus, £I Is. 8d.; making, 2/6; in 1865 a new 
Surplice cost £1 14s. 0d.

The first entry for any collection of Offerto-
ries in the Church is for the year ending 1873 
(Rev. J. Hudson). 
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The two boxes for Offerings were placed in the 
Church in 1880 (Rev. C. E. E. Appleyard). In 
the year ending Easter, 1894, there was only one 
penny in the Church Expenses box. From 1880 
to 1921—42 years, the total amount taken from 
the boxes was £29 7s. 3d. (average 14/-.) 

The CHURCH CLOCK was put in the Tow-
er in 1887 in memory of Queen Victoria’s Jubi-
lee. Messrs. J. W. Benson, of London, were the 
makers. The money was publicly subscribed. The 
total cost of the Clock, erection and Brass Tablet 
in the Church was £122 148. 7d., given in 168 
subscriptions. 

There is no mention of any payment for wind-
ing the clock till 1894. The contract was £2 per 
annum for one visit per month. The weekly wind-
ing was done voluntarily. The £2 has been paid 
19 times; the other years there have been extras, 
chief ly for cleaning—£l, £1, £1, £1 7s. 0d., £1 
10s. 0d., £1 15s. 0d., £1 18s. 0d., £2, £3 10s. 
6d., £1 15s. 0d., 12s. 6d., 5s. In 1914 a new steel 
rope and fixing cost £2 75. 0d. 

In 1921, Colonel Dawson paid for the re-paint-
ing of the two dials. 

In 1922, the main striking wheel and rack were 
repaired; cost, £2 10s. 0d.
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LIST OF GOODS AND ORNAMENTS OF 
THE CHURCH AS ENUMERATED IN THE 

TERRIER DATED 2ND JUNE, 1908. 

In the CHANCEL—Oak Communion Table; 
Embroidered Cover for same with Frontal; Brass 
Cross; Brass Bookstand; Two Carved Oak Chairs; 
Prayer Book; White Altar Cloth and Bookmark-
ers; Two Brass Candlesticks; Four Altar Vases; 
Two New Lamps; Oak Prayer Desk (Lowthian 
Memorial); Book of Altar Services. 

In CHURCH—Oak Lectern; Large Font dat-
ed 1861; Ewer; Two Wall Alms Boxes; Bible; 
Embroidered Hangings for Pulpit; Organ by Jar-
dine & Co.; Oxydised Memorial Tablet (Great 
War); Harmonium; Prayer Books; Pulpit of Caen 
Stone. 

In VESTRY—Two Offertory Bags; Old Oak 
Chest; Iron Box containing Registers now in use; 
Carved Oak Table; Linen Box; Banns Book; Two 
Fair Linen Cloths; Two Surplices; Two Brass 
Candlesticks (in cupboard); Two New Alms 
Bags; Two Ditto with handles; Altar Services; 
New Brass Alms Dish. 

In the SAFE—One Ancient Silver Cup (10 oz.) 
1679; One Ancient Silver Cup (8½ oz.) 1679; 
Silver Communion Set, 1860—(the Cup 8 oz.); 
the Paten (10½ oz.); the Flagon (21½ oz.); Large 
Pewter Plate and f lagon; Two Ancient Collect-
ing Boxes dated 1692; Fire and Thief-proof Safe; 
Register Books dated 1579, 1633, 1668, 1762; 
Marriage Register Book. 1814 to 1837; Baptism 
Register, 1813 to 1863; Old Parish Accounts and 
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Papers commencing 1640; Vestry Book com-
mencing 1834; Black Letter Prayer Book (incom-
plete); Plan of New Consolidated Chapelry and 
Sundry Papers; Brass Alms Dish; Ancient Pitch 
Pipe; Small Silver Paten; Burial Register, 1813; 
Vestry Minute Book, 1823. 

In the IRON BOX—A Bound Manuscript 
Copy of the old Registers dated 1579, 1633, 
1668, 1762; Baptism, Burial, and Marriage Reg-
isters with Certificates. 

In the PORCH—Ancient Communion Table; 
Two Glassed Notice Boards; Brass Tablet re 
Bells; Roll of Honour (Great War).

In OAK CHEST—A rational Illustration of 
the Book of Common Prayer dated 1752 with 
Three other Volumes presented by Commissary 
Stratford; Book of Homolies; Preacher’s Book; 
Service Book; Bible presented by Admiral Wil-
son. 

In TOWER—Ancient Bell dated 1631; Jubilee 
Clock by Benson; Peal of Six Chiming Bells.

In BIER HOUSE—Hand Bier and Wheeled 
Bier.

At MISSION ROOM — Two Brass Flower 
Vases.

In CUPBOARD IN VESTRY—Plan of Graves 
in Churchyard, and Register of same.

On EAST WALL OF CHURCH—Four Zinc 
Tablets (Ten Commandments, etc.).

In THE GALLERY— Large Hymn Book, 
Prayer Book, Psalter (Helen Salusbury Memo-
rial, for use of Organist—tunes and words sepa-
rately). 
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EXTRACTS FROM REGISTER OF 
PREACHERS, &c.  

5th June, 1892, to 28th, May, 1899. 

6th August, 1893—Rev. W. Lowthian offici-
ated for the first time.

2nd March, 1894—The Bishop of Carlisle 
confirmed 19 candidates (6 boys, 13 girls), 10-
30 a.m.

29th September, 1895—Harvest Thanksgiv-
ing—Bishop of Barrow-in-Furness preached. 

(From 1899 to 1903 no record.) 

14th October, 1903—Confirmation; 16 candi-
dates; Bishop of Carlisle.

3rd May, 1908—Confirmation; 35 Candidates 
Bishop of Barrow-in-Furness.

21st May, 1911—Institution of Rev. W. S. 
Unwin. The Bishop (J. W. Diggle) preached both 
morning and evening.

1st December, 1912 — Bishop of Barrow 
preached.

6th May. 1920—“Visitation and Admission 
of Wardens by the Archdeacon of Westmorland 
(Bishop of Barrow). Vicar away ill. Rev. W. G. 
Jones in charge. Plate and Registers in order. Fab-
ric good except damp in Tower which is rotting 
joists and should be looked to at once. Suggest 
Church should be opened every day. Question of 
Insurance. Has it been increased since the War? 
Could staves be provided for the Wardens?” 

C.BARROW-IN-FURNESS, Archdeacon.
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30th May, 1920—Dedication of Peal of 6 
Chiming Bells given by Mr. A. B. Dunlop and 
Miss Dunlop. Canon Irving, of Hawkshead, offi-
ciated. 

16th October, 1921—Dedication of War 
Memorial Cross by the Bishop of Carlisle (Her-
bert Williams).

INSURANCE. 

At a Vestry Meeting held 21st April, 1882, 
the Chairman (C.E.E.A.), impressed upon the 
Churchwardens the advisability of Insuring the 
Church, and proposed to meet the expense by 
a Special Offertory. This the Churchwardens 
agreed to consider. 

From 1887 to 1892 it was in the hands of the 
Liverpool, London & Globe Office; premium 
13/6. In 1892 the Account Book says this is for 
the organ. 

From 1893 to 1905 the premium was £1 16s.0d. 
In 1906 it was £1 17s. 6d. 

In 1907 the Ecclesiastical Insurance Office had 
the Policy—premium on the Church, 30/- ; Win-
dow, 7/6; Employers’ Liability, 10- ; this amount 
continued until 1917 (£2 7s. 6d.), in which year 
there was a Special War Insurance of Church and 
Windows, premium £1 5s. 0d. extra. 

In June, 1918, the total sum insured was 
increased to £3,750, premium £2 16s. 3d., renew-
able at Midsummer; Policy No.138797. 
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Item 1. On the Building, including Heating 
Apparatus, Gas or Electric Light Fittings, and 
Windows of Plain (not Stained or Painted) Glass, 
of Jesus Church (inclusive of the Chancel) situ-
ate at Troutbeck, built of stone and roofed with 
slates, and warmed by a securely fixed low pres-
sure hot water apparatus £1800; 

Item 2. On the Seats, Pulpit, Font. Reredos, 
Screens, Plate, Embroidered and Textile Fabrics, 
Printed Music and Books, and all other Church 
and Chancel Fittings and Furniture not other-
wise specifically mentioned herein, £600; 

Item 3. On the Church Windows of Stained or 
Painted Glass, including Wire Guards and Fit-
tings belonging, £150; 

Item 4. On the Chancel Windows of Stained or 
Painted Glass, including Wire Guards and Fit-
tings belonging, £600; 

Item 5. On the Organ, £350; 
Item 6. On the Bells and Clock, including Fit-

tings, £200 ; 
Item 7. On the cost of the Hire of a Temporary 

building in which Services can be held during the 
period required for the restoration of the Church 
after a fire, £50;

Total, £3,750. Dated 8th August, 1918.
In the same year there was a Special Insurance 

against damage by Aircraft, premium £1 5s. 0d. 
extra. 

War Risks in 1915 and 1916, extra premium, 
£2 10s. 0d.
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In 1919, 1920, and 1921 the Fire Insurance 
premium was £2 16s. 3d. ; the Employers’ Liabil-
ity varied—11/- ; 12/9; 10/10. 

In 1922 the Organ was insured for £150 more, 
and the Bells and Clock for £100 more; making 
£4,000 as the total sum; the premium to be £3. 

From LONDON GAZETTE, 5th Decem-
ber, 1882 (page 6152). Dated from 27th July, 
1882. Assignment of a consolidated chapelry to 
the consecrated church called or known as Jesus 
Chapel, situate at Troutbeck. in the parish of 
Windermere, in the county of Westmorland, and 
in the Diocese of Carlisle. 

Whereas at certain extremities of the said par-
ish of Windermere and of the new parish of St. 
Mary, Applethwaite, sometime part of the said 
parish of Windermere, which said extremities 
lie contiguous one to another and are described 
in the schedule hereunder written, there is col-
lected together a population which is situate at a 
distance from the several churches of such parish 
and new parish respectively. 

And whereas it appears to us to be expedient 
that such contiguous portions of the said parish 
of Windermere, and of the said new parish of 
Saint Mary, Applethwaite, should be formed into 
a consolidated chapelry for all ecclesiastical pur-
poses, and that the same should be assigned to 
the said church called or known as Jesus Chapel 
situate at Troutbeck as aforesaid. 
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Now therefore with the consent of the Right 
Reverend Harvey, Bishop of Carlisle, as such 
Bishop, and also as the patron, in right of his 
See, of the vicarage of the said new parish of 
Saint Mary, Applethwaite, and with the consent 
of Stanley Hughes le Fleming of Rydale Hall, 
in the said county of Westmorland, Esq., as the 
patron of the rectory of the said parish of Wind-
ermere (in testimony wherof they the said con-
senting parties have respectively signed and sealed 
this representation), we the said Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners for England humbly represent 
that it would in our opinion be expedient that all 
those contiguous portions of the said parish of 
Windermere, and of the said new parish of Saint 
Mary, Applethwaite, which are described in the 
schedule hereunder written, all which portions, 
together with the boundaries thereof, are deline-
ated and set forth on the map or plan hereunto 
annexed, should be united and formed into one 
consolidated chapelry for the said church called 
or known as Jesus Chapel, situate at Troutbeck 
as aforesaid and that the same should be named 
‘The Consolidated Chapelry of Troutbeck.’

 

 
SCHEDULE. 

The Consolidated Chapelry of Troutbeck 
being: All that portion of the parish of Winder-
mere (consisting for the most part of the paro-
chial chapelry of Troutbeck) in the county of 
Westmorland and in the diocese of Carlisle which 
is bounded on the south by the new parish of 
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Saint Mary, Applethwaite, sometime part of the 
said Parish of Windermere, on the west partly 
by Lake Windermere and partly by the new par-
ish of Saint Mary Ambleside in the county and 
diocese aforesaid, on the north by the new par-
ish of Patterdale in the same county and diocese, 
and on the east partly by the parochial chapelry 
of Kentmere and partly by the parochial chapelry 
of Hugill, otherwise Ings, both the last-named 
parochial chapelries being in the parish of Ken-
dal in the county and diocese aforesaid. 

And also all that contiguous portion of the said 
new parish of Saint Mary Applethwaite which is 
bounded on its northern and north-western sides 
by the above-described portion of the Parish of 
Windermere and upon the remaining sides that 
is to say on the south and on the south-east by an 
imaginary line commencing upon the boundary 
which divides the township of Troutbeck in the 
said parochial chapelry of Troutbeck from the 
new parish of Saint Mary Applethwaite afore-
said at the centre of Troutbeck Bridge over the 
stream called or known as Trout Beck opposite 
to a boundary-stone inscribed “T.C.C. 1882 
No.1” and placed on the north-eastern side of 
the same bridge and extending thence in a direc-
tion a little north of east and in a straight line 
for a distance of one mile and twenty-two and a 
half chains or there-abouts to a boundary-stone 
inscribed “T.C.C. 1882 No.2” and placed on the 
south-western side of Moor-how road at a point 
opposite to the middle of the southern end of 
Dubb’s road and extending thence north-east-
ward and in a direct line for a distance of nearly 
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one mile to the boundary-stone which marks the 
north-eastern angle of the new parish of Saint 
Mary Applethwaite aforesaid or in other words to 
the point where the boundary which divides the 
said new parish of Saint Mary Applethwaite from 
the parochial chapelry of Hugill otherwise Ings 
aforesaid joins the boundary dividing the said 
new parish of Saint Mary, Applethwaite from the 
here-inbefore described portion of the parish of 
Windermere aforesaid.

OLD PAPERS AND LETTERS IN THE 
CHURCH SAFE. 

Copies of “ London Gazette ” Dated— 
3rd June, 1818—Regulation of Parish Vestries.
7th July, 1819—        ,,	             ,,           ,,
31st March, 1819—Amended Laws for Relief of 

the Poor.
Select Vestry Act. 

29th May, 1874 page 2824)—New Vicarage and 
Land.

Grant from Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 
5th December, 1882 (pages 6151-2)—Assign-

ment of a Consolidated Chapelry; Boundaries 
of same.

Portion of a  Black Letter Prayer Book.  
Forms of Prayer. 

26th November, 1691—Thanksgiving for Suc-
cess of Forces.
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8th April, 1692—Fast Day for Prosperity of Arms. 
10th May, 1693—Fast Day appointed by the King. 
12th November, 1693—Thanksgiving preserva-

tion of the King.
4th April, 1700—Fast Day for Parliament.
19th December, 1701—Fast Day for blessing 

upon His Majesty.
27th June, 1706—Thanksgiving Victories in 

War. 
1st May, 1707—Thanksgiving Union of England 

and Scotland.
19th August, 1708 — Thanksgiving Victories in 

War.
2nd November, 1709—Thanksgiving God’s help 

in War.
7th November, 1710—Thanksgiving Victories 

in Spain, etc.
16th June, 1713—Thanksgiving Peace between 

Britain and France.
11th December, 1714—Directions for Unity in 

the Church.
16th December, 1720—Fast Day—preserve us 

from the plague.
One Form has date torn away.

Recent Forms of Service, &c. 

1910. Funeral of King Edward VII. (3 copies). 
1914. Intercession for Forces now engaged in 

War.
4th and 5th August, 1917—Prayers—Anniver-

sary of declaration of War with Germany. 
(2 copies).

17th November, 1918—Thanksgiving; cessation 
of hostilities with Germany. 
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6th July, 1919—Thanksgiving; signing of Treaty 
of Peace with Germany. (2 copies).

16th October, 1921—Dedication by Lord Bish-
op of Carlisle of the War Memorial Cross 
erected in the Churchyard,

Hymns from the Liturgy of the Russian Church, 
to be sung at a Harvest Festival (no date). 

1918—Marriage and Registration Acts. 
 

 
 

CHARITIES. 

Letters re— 
Rev. J. M. Freeman’s Charity—dated 30th March, 

1860; 27th April, 1860; 27th March, 1871. 
Extract from Will and Receipt for 10s., 9th Sep-

tember, 1837.
Mrs. L. M. Freeman’s Charity—dated 21st 

March, 1860; Ist May, 1860 ; 14th Decem-
ber, 1869; 30th November, 1870; 5th June, 
1871.

Wm. Birkett of Wensley’s Charity—dated 28th 
April, 1873.

Wm. Birkett of Middlerigg’s Charity—dated 
28th April, 1873.

Wm. Birkett of Middlerigg — extract from Will 
dated 2nd February, 1872.

From Charity Commission—dated l0th Novem-
ber, 1859; 22nd February, 1860; l0th May, 
1860.

Four Receipts from Official Trustees of Chari-
table Funds—dated 18th April, 1860; 25th 
November, 1870; 24th April, 1873 (2). 
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Contract dated 25th November, 1800. Land—
Tax Register—Office.

Three Books—Charity Distribution and Alma 
from the Offertories—1824 to 1844; 1845 
to 1871; 1872 to 1886.
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Troutbeck Churchyard 
From 1826 onwards the work done in the 

Churchyard has been paid from the Church 
Expenses Account, previous to that it cost only 
some few shillings per year. 

EXTRACTS FROM VESTRY MINUTE 
BOOKS, &c. 

27th July, 1865—Public Meeting (9 present) 
for the purpose of considering the proposed 
enlargement of the Chapelyard or Burial Ground, 
and also the diversion of the road called Anthony 
Gate near thereto. A plan was produced; Church- 
wardens to take steps. 

22nd September, 1865—Public Meeting 
(9 present), the diversion of the road lead-
ing through an Inclosure called Lords Hill and 
Moss, which part being intended for the pur-
posed enlargement of the Troutbeck Churchyard 
or Burial Ground. Resolved that the old road be 
stopped up and that a new road be made through 
the Moss on the North Side of the Churchyard, 
and that such road be diverted without a Magis-
trate’s order. 

22nd November, 1866— Vestry Meeting (8 
present) for the Purpose of taking into consider-
ation the necessity of enlarging the Chapel Yard, 
it being not large enough to inter the dead, it 
was agreed that such enlargement is necessary. 
It was also unanimously agreed that if the mon-
ey now invested in Wakefield’s Bank in Kendal 
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and voluntary subscriptions be not sufficient to 
defray the expenses whatsoever appertaining, the 
Chapel-wardens are authorised to levy a Rate 
sufficient in amount to liquidate the deficiency. 
Five persons empowered to get all work executed 
thereto connected.

 (N.B.—The Church Rate was laid year by year 
for the upkeep of the Chapel and the Chapel-
yard and all expenses connected therewith). 

23rd May, 1867—Vestry Meeting (9 present). 
Agreed that the Porch and Gate at the East end 
of the Chapel of Troutbeck be taken down and 
the entrance of the walk commencing at the 
above Porch be walled up. Mention of a separate 
Churchyard Fund appears in the Churchwardens’ 
Account Book dated Easter 1872, when a balance 
of £4 16s. 0d. was paid from that Fund to the 
Church Expenses Fund. This separate account 
was kept up to 1907 when it was merged into 
the Church Expenses Account. Payment for 
work done in the Churchyard, such as mowing 
grass, cleaning walks, tidying graves, appears in 
the Church Expenses Account almost every year 
since 1877. 

28th March, 1882—The question of fixing 
Fees for erection of Headstones and Tombstones 
in the Churchyard, and of charging extra Burial 
Fees to non-parishioners was discussed, and was 
adjourned to the Easter Vestry Meeting. C. E. E. 
Appleyard, Chairman.

(N.B.—This was a public meeting of Ratepay-
ers, not a Vestry.) 
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21st April, 1882—Meeting in Vestry, then in 
School (5 present); question of Fees adjourned 
to April 28th. 

28th April, 1882—Meeting in Vestry (8 
present). List of Fees adopted:—Marriage by 
License, 5/- ; Marriage by Banns, 1/4; Churching 
of Women, 4d. ; Burial (of Parishioners), 8d. ; 
Digging Grave: child under 10 years, 216; Per-
sons over 10 years, 5/-. 

Also:—Burial of non-parishioners, a Fee not 
exceeding Five Pounds; Digging Grave for non-
parishioners, double the Fee charged to Parish-
ioners. Erection or Headstones, to parishion-
ers, a Fee not exceeding One Pound; and to 
non- parishioners, not exceeding Two Pounds. 
Erection of Tombstones (to cover one grave), to 
parishioners, a Fee not exceeding Five Pounds; 
and to non-parishioners, not exceeding Ten 
Pounds. Tombstones covering a larger area to be 
charged in proportion, and enclosed graves to be 
charged as Tombstones.

The mitigation of Fees—to former Parishioners 
who are now out of the parish and to parishioners 
whose circumstances call for such mitigation—
to be at the discretion of the Churchwardens 
and Incumbent. All the above Fees to go to the 
Incumbent, with the exception of the Sexton’s 
Fees, and half the Fees for the erection of Tomb-
stones and Headstones by non-parishioners; 
such last mentioned excepted half Fees to go to 
a Fund in the care of the Churchwardens for the 
future improvement or enlargement of the Burial 
Ground. C. E. E. Appleyard, Chairman. 
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(This is the first mention of the formation of a 
Special Fund for this particular purpose). 

Since this time there has been an arrangement 
between the Vestry Meeting and Vicars that one 
half of the Outside Funeral Fees and Grave Stone 
Fees should be paid over to the Churchwardens. 
In 1895 it was stated that the parish had been 
put to great expense in enlarging the Church-
yard, and this share of the Fees should form a 
Fund for future enlargement. 

15th December, 1882—Public Meeting of Par-
ishioners; C. G. Townley in the Chair. Minutes 
of Previous Meeting not confirmed. Resolved 
that the old List of fees given in the Terrier of 
1878 be adopted for the whole of the new Con-
solidated Chapelry. (These are the same as the 
first six Fees adopted at the Vestry Meeting on 
April 28th, 1882.) The other new Fees agreed 
upon at the same meeting were also adopted. 

18th January, 1883—Letter from Chancellor 
re Scale of Fees; he thought them too moder-
ate. Meeting agreed to act upon the Resolution 
passed on 28th April, 1882. 

26th March, 1883—Scale of Fees approved by 
Chancellor. 

26th March, 1894—Rev. W. Lowthian in 
chair; The Chairman intimated that he intends 
in future to credit himself with the whole of the 
Fees obtained for Burial of non-parishioners and 
for erection of Headstones and Tombstones. 
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(Here the Minutes have been altered and added 
to by two persons). The matter was referred to 
the Bishop who replied that the Vicar had better 
do as the Rev. C. G. Townley had done, and let 
the Churchwardens have half the Fees. 

Under date 22nd April 1899 appears “tranferr-
ed from Churchyard Fund towards cost of two 
new Gates, new iron fencing, &c. £2 19s. 0d. 

Date 16th April, 1912—Minute Book— 
“Repair of Heating Apparatus had swallowed up 
all the money given for the Churchyard.” 

In 1911 a suggestion was made that a Special 
Offertory should be collected each year towards 
the upkeep of the Churchyard. In the A/cs. for 
Easter, 1912 it shows £5 2s. 3d. for this purpose, 
while the work cost £8 17s. 6d. In 1914 a collec-
tion realised £4 17s. 11d. and four donations, 
£4 4s. 0d; cost of work £8 14s. 7d. No Special 
Offertories since. 

20th October, 1914—Survey of Churchyard 
and Plan of Grave Spaces cost £9 9s. 0d. 

The last enlargement of the Churchyard was 
effected in 1902-1903. The whole of the field 
called Lords Hill was purchased from Mr. R. 
Forrest, and a portion of the Glebe Land from 
the Vicar. All the expense was borne by four gen-
tlemen, viz., Colonel Dawson, The Cragg; W. G. 
Groves, Esq., Holehird; W, Little, Esq., Chapel 
Ridding; and J. Wrigley, Esq., Ibbotsholme. To 
each of the four donors and to the original own-
er of the field, a family burial place has been 
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reserved. This addition to the Churchyard was 
consecrated by the Bishop of Carlisle in two por-
tions owing to the extent of the area, viz., 28th 
August, 1902 and I4th October, 1903. 

The cost of the Enlargement was £680 3s. 2d. 
22nd May, 1911—Vestry Meeting; Rev. W. S. 

Unwin, in the Chair; Committee (Vicar, Col. Daw-
son, Mr. W. G. Groves, Mr. W. Little, Mr. J. Wrig-
ley) appointed to procure a plan of the churchyard, 
get it portioned out into grave spaces, and that a 
Register of the interments be made. 

30th October, 1911—Special Vestry Meeting; 
24 present. Plan of Churchyard as prepared by 
Mr. Banks agreed to. Resolution carried that the 
Fee for the burial of Strangers continue at the 
original sum of £10, on the understanding with 
the present Incumbent that half this Fee should 
go to a Churchyard Fund, and that generous 
treatment be accorded to non-parishioners who 
have recently had connection with the parish. 

16th April, 1914—Annual Easter Vestry Meet-
ing; 37 present. Resolution carried that applic- 
ation be made to the Chancellor of the Diocese 
to sanction the Burial Fees for non-parishioners 
as fixed by the Special Vestry held 30th Octo-
ber, 1911, and confirmed at the following Annu-
al Vestry Meeting, and that a table of all Burial 
and Tombstone Fees, as sanctioned, be placed in 
the Church Porch. Mr. B. Browne opposed the 
motion. Other speakers were Mr. Warburton, 
Mr. Wrigley, Mr. Caine, Mr. S. Beaumont. The 
resolution was carried by 20 votes to 11. Mr. B. 
Browne demanded a poll of the parish. This poll 
was held on May 9th; when there voted “for” 
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82; “against” 114; the Resolution being thereby 
lost. The poll was conducted by the Vicar who 
appointed as Assessors Messrs. B. Browne and G. 
H. Joyce, and simply dealt with the question as 
to whether a Table of Fees, as sanctioned should 
be placed in the Church Porch. 

 

SOME EXTRACTS FROM VESTRY MINUTE 
BOOKS 1842 TO 1921, CONCERNING OTHER 

MATTERS OF INTEREST. 

29th January, 1846—Vestry Meeting at Mor-
tal Man. Tenders for surveying and mapping 
the ancient enclosed lands within the township 
of Troutbeck, including Troutbeck Park Fell, 
and also for valuing the whole of the lands both 
ancient enclosures, allotments, buildings, and 
every description of property within the said 
township. J. Bintley’s tender accepted. 

27th January, 1848—To examine the plan and 
book of reference for the new valuation prepared 
by J. Bintley. Committee appointed to report. 

31st August, 1848—Vestry Meeting held at 
Mortal Man to consider best mode of raising the 
money due to Mr. Bintley for his survey and val-
uation, and book of reference. Decided to apply 
to the Guardians to borrow £160 Os. 8d. for the 
said payment. But first they would get another 
Surveyor to correct inaccuracies. Upon receipt of 
this Surveyor’s report it was decided to retain 
Mr. Bintley’s survey. 

23rd May, 1878—Public Meeting held in the 
School (7 present). Agreed that the North Wall 
of the Church should be re-built, that new win-



46 47

dows should be put in—in freestone setting to 
correspond with the other windows of most recent 
date—and that other improvements should be 
made. Committee of 7 persons (Rev. C. E. E. 
Appleyard, N. Wilson, G. Brownrigg, G. Browne, 
W. Mounsey, J. Turner, J. B. Poole) appointed to 
solicit and receive subscriptions for the defray-
ing of all expense connected with the same. 

15th December, 1882—Public Meeting of 
Parishioners—Rev. C. G. Townley in the chair. 
Chairman reported that the extension and con-
solidation of the Church district. as recently pro-
posed and agreed upon, has been approved and 
confirmed by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 
and advertised in the London Gazette during the 
present month.

Resolved that a sum sufficient to cover the 
expense of the Bound-stones marking the bound-
ary of the new Consolidated Chapelry at the south 
end of Dubbs Road and at Troutbeck Bridge (£2 
4s. 8d.)—the one on Borrans Moor being paid 
for by the Churchwardens of St. Mary’s—and of 
a copy of the Ordnance Map to be kept in the 
Vestry Chest, and showing the boundary of the 
new district, be raised by subscription. (This 
map was deposited in the Vestry Chest, 11th 
April, 1885). Resolved that the old list of Fees 
given in the Terrier of 1878 be adopted for the 
whole of the new Consolidated Chapelry. 

18th January, 1883—Letter from Chancellor 
re Fees. Certain omissions and additions. Chan-
celler’s list adopted. The meeting expressed a 
wish that the rest of the Fees agreed upon at the 
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last meeting, and of which the Chancellor cannot 
take cognisance, may be acted upon. (C. G.T.) 

26th March, 1883—Reported that the new 
list of Fees as amended has been approved and 
returned by the Chancellor, and are now depos-
ited in the parish chest in the Church Vestry. 
					     (C. G. T.) 

8th May, 1884—George Brownrigg resigned the 
office of Churchwarden after 18 years service. 

30th March, 1891—George Browne had copied 
into a book all the Church Registers from 1579 
to 1812. This he presented to the Church to be 
kept in the Chest.

26th March, 1894—Two Sidesmen appointed.
23rd November, 1894—Contents of new Ter-

rier considered. Mr. A. B. Dunlop claimed the 
Priest’s Bit in the Holme Field. 

(This note was left on a slip of paper). 
“The South Wall of the Church was re-built in 

1819 by the present G. Pattinson’s Grandfather. 
The North Wall in 1879, and the Church pointed 
by G. Pattinson. So he told me July 15th, 1892.”    
					     C. G. Townley. 

4th January, 1897—Tiling the f loor in the 
chancel, plan and design exhibited—cost £10. 
Mural Tablet proposed to be erected in the 
Church by Colonel Dawson in memory of John 
Dawson. 

Damp penetrating to the works of the Church 
Clock. Rain and snow driving into the bell loft.
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12th April, 1898—Design of stained glass window 
shown—subject “The Ascension”—drawn by Sir E. 
Burne-Jones—on the north side of the Church, sec-
ond window below the screen. Mrs. Ross, daughter of 
Mr. D. I. Flattely, to bear the cost. 

3rd April, 1899—lnsurance of stained glass 
windows separately from the building brought 
forward; this was effected during 1900. Joseph 
Hodgson appointed Churchwarden. Mr. Groves 
was thanked for his generosity in defraying the 
cost of Cleaning and Painting the interior of 
the Church; Repairs to the Windows to remove 
damp, and also for his gift of Hassocks and Rug-
seating for the pews. 

4th April, 1904—Vote of thanks passed to the 
Sewing Class for the gift of Hymn Books and 
Prayer Books. 

11th April, 1907—Resolution “that offerto-
ries be taken at the Evening Services all the year 
round; carried unanimously. (N.S.) 

22nd May, 1911—Four Sidesmen appointed. 
30th October, 1911—Renovation and moving 

of the Organ proposed; Committee appointed—
nothing done. 

16th April, 1912—Mrs. Groves had kindly 
given two Brass Candlesticks, four Vases, and an 
Alms Dish.

      (New Minute Book began in 1913) 

31st March, 1913—A proposal to alter the 
Chancel Screen so as to show the East Window 
was brought forward, but not carried.
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8th April, 1915—Vicar absent through illness. 
W. Hayton appointed Sexton—charge for dig-
ging a grave raised to 7/6. 

May 1916—Archdeacon’s Visitation. 
16th April, 1917—A permanent Memorial to 

be arranged to perpetuate the memory of Joseph 
Hodgson, who had done faithful service as a 
Churchwarden for 18 years. This took the form 
of a Head-stone to his grave, a number of Hymn 
Books and Prayer Books for use in the Church, 
and a Bookshelf with brass tablet on the wall 
near the font. 

 W. Stables was appointed to be the Parish 
Clerk, and W. Hayton to be Caretaker of the 
Churchyard. 

28th April, 1919—Messrs. S. T. Beaumont and 
John Stables elected Churchwardens.

W. Stables salary increased to £12.
Charge for digging a grave raised to 10/6. 
Three Special Vestry Meetings held to apply 

for Faculties:—31st July, 1919—To place a War 
Memorial Tablet in the south wall of the Church, 
and to erect a Memorial Cross in the Church-
yard. 

29th September, 1919—1o place a peal of six 
Chiming Bells in the Tower, and a Tablet in the 
Porch. 

22nd June, 1921—To enclose a two grave space 
in the Churchyard—Rev. N. Salusbury. 

VESTRY MINUTE BOOKS—1834 to 1864 
and 1865 to 1894 are in the custody of the Par-
ish Council.
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1895 to 1912 and 1913 onwards are in the cus-
tody of the Church Council. 

PARISH ACCOUNT BOOKS—1826 to 1855 
and 1856 to 1903 and 1904 onwards are in the 
custody of the Church Council. 

 
 
 

SUNDRY EXTRACTS RESPECTING THE 
CHURCH FROM PARISH MAGAZINE, 

1890-1923. 

July, 1890. Green Frontals for Pulpit and Read-
ing Desk presented by Mrs. and Miss Townley. 
6 banners subscribed for by friends have been 
hung in the Church to relieve the bareness of the 
walls. 

March, 1891. Pulpit of caen stone placed in the 
Church by Mrs. Venn. 

July, 1893. Rev. C. G. Townley accepted anoth-
er living.

October, 1896. Sale of Work for Church 
improvements realised £98 16s. 5d. 

March, 1904. Fireproof safe placed in Vestry.
March, 1906. Death and burial of Rev. W. 

Lowthian.
April, 1906. Rev. Norman Salusbury institut-

ed as vicar. 
The amount of £85 5s. 5d. having been col-

lected during the last three years for Church 
Improvement purposes, it was expended as fol-
lows :— 
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		  £  	 s.  	 d.
New Wheeled Bier… ………… 8	1 9	 0
Fire Proof Safe… ………… 12	  3	  0
Ventilation of Church… …… 1	1 5	  1
Shed in Churchyard     … … 38  	 0	  6
4 Zinc Tablets at East end  

of Church… ………… 16 	1 6 	 0 
Sundry Expenditure… …… 10 	11  	1 0

					     ---------------
 		  £85 	 5 	 5

January, 1907. Mrs. McQueen and Mrs. H. L. 
Groves presented white hangings for Pulpit Lec-
turn and Reading Desk. 

 July, 1908. Subscriptions to Rev.W. Lowthian 
Memorial Fund amounted to £45 7s. 9d. 

March, 1909. Dedication of Lowthian Memo-
rial. 

July, 1909. New white frontal for Commun-
ion Table given by some ladies of the parish on 
Whitsunday: design by Messrs. Aldis, London. 

October, 1909. Margaret Coward Memorial 
Fund amounted to £13 6s. 6d. 

March, 1911. Book of Altar Services bound in 
crimson morocco levant, presented in memory of 
the late Mr. Birkett Forrest. 

March 26th, 1911. Church broken into. Alms 
boxes forced open and windows damaged. 

June, 1911. Rev. W. S. Unwin inducted as Vic-
ar. 

September, 1912. Mr. Groves again paid for 
the colouring and cleaning of the Church. 

May, 1918. Miss Forrest presented to the par-
ish for the Incumbents use a pocket Commun-
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ion Service in Silver—this had belonged to the 
Rev. W. Mounsey. 

August, 1918. Mr. Groves defrayed cost of col-
ouring Church and pointing battlements of Tow-
er. 

May, 1919. Easter Offerings, £36 17s. 5d. 
Communicants, 120. 

 June,1919. It was decided that the War Mem-
orial should consist of a Stone Cross in Church-
yard and a Bronze Tablet in Church. 

July, 1919. Organ Books presented to the 
Church in memory of Mrs. Salusbury. 

August, 1919. Peace Celebrations. 
February, 1920. Retirement of Mr. and Mrs. 

Joyce. 
May,	1 920.	 Easter	 Offerings amounted	

to £42 10s. 0d. 
June, 1920. Election of First Parochial Church 

Council. Presentation to late organist (Mr. 
Joyce). 

November, 1920. Presentation to Rev. W. G. 
Jones who had been in charge of the Parish dur-
ing absence of Rev. W. S. Unwin. 

January, 1921. Mr. and Mrs. Unwin gave a Sil-
ver Paten Cover for the Chalice. Rev. W. G. Jones 
gave a cut glass Water Cruet. 

 October, 1921. Church Council adopted a 
Freewill offering scheme. 

October 16th, 1921. Dedication of War Mem-
orial Cross by the Bishop of Carlisle.

November, 1922. Mrs. Appleyard gave two new 
Alms bags. 
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 January,1923. Brass Tablet re Bells placed in 
Church Porch. 

April, 1923. Rev. W. S. Unwin accepted the liv-
ing of Beechamwell in Norfolk. 

May, 1923. Presentation to Mrs. Unwin, retir-
ing organist. 

July, 1923. Vicarage Fund of £203. Collected 
by members of Church Council. 

September, 1923. Institution and Induction of 
the Rev. C. T. Phillips as Vicar. 
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Endowments. 

IN 1639 the Ancient Church Stock or Endow-
ment stood at £86 13s. 4d. 

In 1639 Francis Borwick of the Bought left 
£10 to the Church. 

In 1665 the Endowment had reached £109. 
In 1735 it amounted to £109 17s. 7d. 
In 1747 there was a grant of £200 from Queen 

Anne’s Bounty and 
In 1756 there was a further grant of £200 from 

the same source. With these two sums an estate, 
Burbon’s Farm, in Dent, was bought. 

In 1773, Countess Dowager Gower gave £200 
and Queen Anne’s Bounty added £200. A farm 
Marthwaite Foot, Sedbergh, was bought with 
this money, 

In 1826 Queen Anne’s Bounty gave £400. 
In 1861 the Ecclesiastical Commissioners gave 

either £350 or £459. 
1872 they gave a further sum of £1,400. 
In 1895 £201 was raised by subscription and 

the Diocesan Church Extension Society supple-
mented it by £200 and Queen Anne’s Bounty 
added a further £400. 

In 1897 Miss Fleming, of Rayrigg, gave £500 
and Queen Anne’s Bounty £500. 

In 1901 Miss M. A. J. Wilson left £2,000. 
In 1902 the farm in Dent was sold for £600, 

plus £5 108. 0d. for delapidations, and the farm 
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near Sedbergh was sold for £600, plus £2 10s. 
0d. for delapidations. In the same year a portion 
of the Mossfield (part of the Glebe) was sold for 
£60 for an addition in the Churchyard. 

In 1904 the Priests’ Bit—the ancient Archery 
Butt was sold to Mr. A. B. Dunlop for £10. 

In 1906 Mrs. Venn bequeathed £1,650. 
 

ANNUAL VALUE OF LIVING.  
(From Terriers.) 

1867. Sept. 12. Glebe land in Troutbeck, 15s.; 
Q.A.B., £14; Ecclesiastical Commissioner, £10; 
2 Estates in Yorkshire, £33 10s. 0d.; Allotment 
and Flag Quarry, £18; Kendal Turnpike Trust, 
£3; Chapel Salary, £4 12s. 6d. ; Oblations, £1. 
Total—£84 17s. 6d. 

1878. May 8. Glebe land in Troutbeck, annu-
al value £7; Grants from Q.A.B., £13; Ecclesi-
astical Commissioners, £60 ; from 2 Estates 
in Yorkshire, £54; Allotment and Flag Quarry 
near Sedbergh, £10; Chapel Salary, £4 12s. 6d. 
Total—£148 12s. 6d. 

1894. June 8. Vicarage Field, £4 5s. 0d.; 
Church Field, £1 4s. 0d.; 15 perches of land in 
Holme called Clerk’s Dole; Farm in Sedbergh, 
£15; Farm at Dent, £16; Allotment and Quarry, 
£10; Ecclesiastical Commissioners, £60 plus £4 
17s. 0d; Q.A.B., £36. Total—£147 6s. 0d. Chap-
el Salary, £4 12s. 6d., Easter Dues, £1, ought to 
have been included, 

1908. June 2. Vicarage Field and Paddock, £3; 
Church Field, 10s.; Allotment and Quarry, £10; 
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Ecclesiastical Commissioners, £60 plus £6 8s.4d. 
Q.A.B., £177 17s. 4d. ; Charity Commissioners, 
£60 9s. 6d. Total—£318 5s. 2d. Add Chapel Sal-
ary, £4 12s. 6d. ; Easter Dues, £I. 

In 1923 the total value of the living, accord-
ing to the Diocesan Gazette, was £334; Popu-
lation 588; Seating accommodation in Church 
250; Acreage of Parish, 8430. These details from 
same source. 

  
 

From LONDON GAZETTE, 29th May, 1874  
(Page 2824). 

We, the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Eng-
land, in consideration of a benefaction, consist-
ing of certain land, comprising three acres and 
twenty-seven perches, or thereabouts, togeth-
er with the messuage or dwelling-house situate 
and being thereon, which has been permanent-
ly secured to the benefice of Troutbeck, in the 
county of Westmorland, and in the diocese of 
Carlisle, do hereby, in pursuance of the Act of 
the twenty-ninth and thirtieth years of her Maj-
esty, chapter one hundred and eleven, section 
five, grant to the Incumbent of the said benefice 
of Troutbeck, and to his successors, to meet such 
benefaction, one yearly sum or stipend of fifty 
pounds, such yearly sum or stipend to be payable 
out of the common fund under our control, and 
to be calculated as from the day of the publica-
tion of these presents in the London Gazette, 
and to be receivable in equal half-yearly por-
tions, on the first day of May and on the first 
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day of November in each and every year: Pro-
vided always, that if at any time lands, tithes, or 
other hereditaments sufficient, in our opinion to 
produce the said yearly sum or stipend, or any 
part thereof, shall be annexed by us to the said 
benefice, in substitution for such yearly sum or 
stipend, or for such part thereof, our liability for 
the payment of such yearly sum of stipend, or of 
such part thereof, as the case may be, shall there-
upon and thereafter cease and determine. 
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The Vicarage. 

IN 1872 the present Vicarage was built dur-
ing the incumbency of Canon Hudson, at a 
cost of £1,396 19s. 5d; of this amount £400 

was contributed by the Carlisle Diocesan Society, 
and the remainder was raised by public subscrip-
tions. When the foundations had been laid it was 
thought that it would have been wiser to have 
built upon the Glebe Field at a higher elevation, 
and a meeting was called to consider the matter. 
The builder offered to remove the foundations 
for £100, but as it was deemed that it would be 
difficult to raise this further sum, and time was 
of moment, it was decided to continue the build-
ing upon the present site. 

On Oct. 15th, 1910 a sum of £83 5s. 9d. was 
expended upon improving the drainage, the mon-
ey being raised within the Parish by subscrip-
tions. 

In 1923 upon the appointment of the Rev. C. 
T. Phillips to the living, a sum of £203 10s. 7d. 
was raised by subscriptions within the Parish for 
the purpose of making the Vicarage more con-
venient and habitable, and for doubling the size 
of the tank for storage of water. The source of 
this supply is upon land at Browhead, and 1/- is 
paid to the owner thereof as an annual acknowl-
edgement of the privilege. Towards the amount 
expended the Carlisle Diocesan Society contrib-
uted £35, and the Women’s Institute £20.



58 59

JESUS CHURCH, TROUTBECK. 

 
  List of Incumbents. 

	                                      In the reign of 
1553	 Sir John Dixon………… Edward VI.
1583	 Edmund Tatharn… …… Elizabeth 
1596	 Richard Pearson… …… Elizabeth 
1633	 William Robinson… … Charles I.
1645	 Christopher Rawlings	 Charles I.
1650	 Francis Bainbridge… … Commonwealth 
1656	 Richard Sibson………… Commonwealth 
1664	 Dudley Walker………… Charles II. 

   Previously Schoolmaster, then Deacon.
1694	 John Grisedale………… William & Mary 
1722	 William Langhorn… … George I.
1735	 Christopher Atkinson	 George II. 

  Son of Dr. Miles Atkinson, Troutbeck Bridge.
1737	 William Thompson… … George II. 

Drowned in Corfoot Beck, July 21st, 1780.
1784	 John Brownrigg………… George III.
1790	 John Fleming… ……… George III.
1799	 Robert Lambert… …… George III.
1827	 William Sewell………… George IV.
1870	 Joseph Hudson………… Victoria 
1877	 Clement Edwin Emeris 

            Appleyard… … Victoria 
1882	 Charles Gale Townley	 Victoria 
1893 William Lowthian……… Victoria
1908	 Norman Salusbury… … Edward VII. 
1911	 William Sully Unwin	 George V.
1923	 Charles T. Phillips… … George V. 
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The Rev. Wm. Sewell, Incumbent of the Parish 
from 1827 to 1869, was a homely, hard-working 
sort of man, not above giving a hand where any 
work was in progress. Many tales are told about 
him. 

One day the Bishop came along and enquired 
for the Vicar. On being told where he was his 
lordship went forward to see him. He found the 
old man dressed as a workman, helping to build 
a wall. The Bishop remonstrated, and said “that 
was not suitable work for a clergyman.” Upon 
which the Vicar remarked “Then you give me a 
better job, my lord.” 

He frequently drove his cows down to pasture 
before going to service on Sundays. 

A very dry, east-windy spring caused the farm-
ers to grumble, and they went to the parson 
and asked him to pray for rain, but the old man 
replied, “It’s no use praying for rain while wind 
is in present quarter.” 

On one occasion a child brought to be chris-
tened was fretful, and cried. The Vicar told the 
mother to take it in the vestry and look for a 
pin, as he was sure that there was one pricking 
it. She came out looking very f lushed, and said 
that there was no pin. He said, “Never mind, it 
must have been the Devil coming out.” It was the 
custom for the Vicar to delay the commencement 
of the service until the Squire had arrived, and 
often he was late. On one occasion the absence 
of the great man had been overlooked, and the 
Parson began the service with the first of the 
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sentences. He had just got as far as “When 
the wicked man—“when the clerk ejaculated  
“ He hasna’ coom in yet.” 

One Sunday he gave the wrong day of the month 
when the psalms were to be read. Then occurred 
an argument between the two as to which was 
right, the congregation looking on with amuse-
ment. The clerk clinched the matter by saying 
that he must be right, since the Sunday was only 
three days after Betty’s Auld Wife Ake, and that 
was last Thursday. 

Between the pulpit and the wall of the church 
was a crevice. One Sunday morning the parson 
dropped his manuscript down this, and tried 
for for some time to get it up again, but failed. 
Then he said to the congregation, “Brethren, I’ve 
dropped my sermon down grike; I’ll read you a 
chapter of Job worth ten of it.” 
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The Mission Room, 
low troutbeck. 

I N February, 1913, a meeting was held upon 
the initiative of Mr. Wm. Warburton of 
Cragwood to consider the establishment of 

a Mission Room in which Divine Service could 
be held, that portion of the parish being so far 
removed from the Parish Church. 

It was decided to proceed with the scheme, Mr. 
Warburton offering to give the land, and to help 
freely in other ways. 

The room was built by Messrs. Boulton & Paul, 
and was licensed for Divine Service on March 
31st, 1914, and was opened in June of the same 
year. 

In September, 1920, it was found necessary to 
enlarge the room, and a Sale of Work held for 
the purpose at Cragwood realised £206 Os. 9d. 
The extended Mission Room was re-opened in 
September 1921. 

The Mission Room has fully justified its exist-
ence and has filled a long felt want. 

Mr. Warburton in his Will endowed it to the 
extent of Two Thousand Pounds.
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Troutbeck School. 

THE first mention of a School in Trout-
beck is the Memorandum of which the 
following is a copy :— 

“ April the l0th, 1637. That Stephen Birkett, 
George Birkett, and George Longmire, wallers, 
shall well and sufficiently build a house att Trout-
beck Church w’h walls, and to be in length 8 yards 
w’thin the walls, foure yards and three quarters 
broad w’thin the house, and foure yards and a half 
height in the side walls, and to make a sufficient 
chymney in the end of the foresaid house from the 
ground of stone, and a paire of Stayres of stone 
where the same is convenient, and to have in con-
sideration of the said work fifty three shillings, 
foure pence, viz. xxvjS. viijD. to be paid when the 
one half of the foresaid worke is wrought, and the 
other xxvjS. viijD. to be paid when the whole worke 
is finished, out ot the Church’s good, and if that 
any stones be wanting for building of the said house 
sufficiently, to be brought to ground by the sawders 
belonging the Church. 

And likewise that Myles Sewart, carpenter, in 
consideration of the some of XLS. to be paid as 
the foresaid workmen are paid, to make a sufficient 
rooffe for the foresaid house, answerable to the 
foresaid walls, three doors, seaven windowes, viz., 
two windowes of ffive lights, two of foure lights, 
and three of three lights, and all cipher joynted on 
the lower side of the said windowes, on the outside 
of the same; and to lye two dormes, a greater and a 
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less, within the said, and joysts fitting for the same, 
and to make the wood lye a chymney beame, and all 
the woodwork and walls to be finished before the 
xxiijTH of June next coming.” 

The original Foundation Deed cannot be found, 
but there is a copy of the Articles of Agreement 
for the Foundation. This copy is probably more 
than two hundred years old, and is endorsed 
“Copia vera Examinat per me Geo. Browne.” 
This Geo. Browne died Jan. 14th, 1702. Accord-
ing to this copy the Articles of Agreement were 
made July 29, 1639, amongst the Churchward-
ens and all other inhabitants of Troutbeck and 
such of the inhabitants of Applethwaite above 
Castle How as doe yearly pay salary and wages 
to the Church there. The agreement states:—
“ffirst whereas the said inhabitants, and such as 
pay their sallarye as aforesaid, and their ances-
tors and predecessors, out of a small Stock at the 
beginning, by their good care and dilligence have 
now soe much augmented and increased their said 
Stock, as the same is not only sufficient to raise 
the yearly sume of Ten Pounds to a Minister for 
serving the Cure of the said Church, but also 
Five Pounds yearly towards the retaining of a 
Schoolmaster for teaching and instructing of the 
children of the said inhabitants and of such as 
doe pay their sallary to the said Church at a new 
Schoole by them lately erected thereforth of the 
said Stock for that purpose. And because the said 
yearly sums of Five Pounds will not be besides a 
remainder of the increase of the same Stock to 
be employed as need shall require towards the 
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repairing of the said Church it is therefore con-
cluded and fully agreed upon amongst the said 
Churchwardens and most of the inhabitants 
within Troutbeck and above the Castle How in 
Applethwaite aforesaid and such as pay their sala-
ry to the Church there, for themselves their heirs 
and assigns and others of them with the full and 
free approbation of James Wakefield Clerk now 
Rector of the Rectory and parsonage of Winder-
mere so as the same stand with the good liking 
of the Right Reverend Father in God the Lord 
Bishop of this Diocese tbat the said sum of five 
rounds shall for ever hereafter be yearly paid 
forth of the interest and profit of the present 
Stock there now in being for and towards a yearly 
stipend to a Schoolmaster for the good educa-
tion and instruction of their children in learn-
ing and good discipline to be taught at the said 
School from time to time for ever and for the 
raising of which yearly stipend of five pounds for 
ever we have with the consent of all the inhab-
itants in the places aforesaid that pay salary as 
aforesaid taken forth of the said Church Stock 
the sum of three score and six pounds thirteen 
shillings and four pence for these aforesaid dues 
because the said yearly sum of five pounds will 
not be convenient and sufficient maintenance for 
a Schoolmaster unless some further supply and 
money be added yearly thereunto it is therefore 
fully concluded and agreed amongst all the said 
persons and parties herein mentioned for them 
their heirs and assigns and others of them, that  
others of them who shall send any children to 
be taught and instructed at the said School shall 
yearly pay to the Schoolmaster there for the time 
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being two shillings, viz. : sixpence a quarter for 
everyone of the same children so long as they 
shall abide or continue at the same School now 
therefore it is the true intent and meaning of all 
the said persons and parties and so agreed upon 
by others of them for themselves their heirs and 
assigns that a Schoolmaster shall be elected and 
chosen for the end and purpose aforesaid from 
time to time for ever by the Churchwardens there 
for the time being and eight of the most suffi-
cient inhabitants of the places aforesaid whereof 
six of the said eight to be chosen as Guberna-
tors of the said School of the best and most sub-
stantial tenants and inhabitants in Troutbeck 
aforesaid, and the other two of the best and most 
substantial tenants and inhabitants above the 
Castle How in Applethwaite aforesaid and for 
the said six Gubernators in Troutbeck aforesaid 
the greater number of the tenants and inhabit-
ants there have made choice of and named George 
Browne bayliff, George Birkett waller, Christo-
pher Birkett Smith, William Longmire young-
er, James Fisher and William Idle, and the most 
part of the inhabitants above the Castle How in 
Applethwaite aforesaid have made choice of and 
named James Longmire and Thomas Atkinson, 
which said eight Gubernators so madechoice of 
as aforesaid are to continue as Gubernators of 
the said School for and during their natural lives 
and when and so after as it shall please God any 
of the eight Gubernators to die if in Troutbeck 
another of the best and most substantial tenants 
and inhabitants within Troutbeckas aforesaid 
to be named and made choice of by the greater 
number of the rest of tenants and inhabitants 
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within Troutbeck as aforesaid, and if one hap-
pen to die within Applethwaite aforesaid above 
the Castle How aforesaid then another of the 
best and most substantial tenants or inhabit-
ants above the Castle How aforesaid to be like-
wise named and made choice of by the greater 
number of the aforesaid tenants and inhabitants 
above the Castle How in Applethwaite afore-
said in either place yearly as they shall hap-
pen to die for ever and that such Schoolmaster 
upon dislike misbehaviour or neglect in teaching 
of children shall at the judgement and discre-
tion of the parson of Windermere for the time 
being and two Churchwardens in Troutbeck for 
the time being and the aforesaid eight Guberna-
tors or the more part of them within one quarter 
of a year after notice given unto him the said 
Schoolmaster for the time being by the afore-
said parson of Windermere for the time being 
and two Churchwardens in Troutbeck for the 
time being and greater number of the aforesaid 
Gubernators depart and go away from the said 
School without claiming or having the stipend 
or wages any longer paid unto him, and upon the 
entrance of the said Schoolmaster to the said 
School for the time being thesaid Schoolmaster 
shall enter bond with one sufficient inhabitant 
within Troutbeck or Applethwaite with him in 
the sum of ten pounds of lawful English money 
to the aforesaid two Churchwardens of Trout-
beck for the time being and unto the aforesaid 
eight Gubernators to the same effect or else not 
to be admitted there- unto, and in witness there-
of all the aforesaid James Wakefield now parson 
of Windermere and the two Churchwardens of 



68 69

Troutbeck aforesaid and also the most of the 
tenants and inhabitants of Troutbeck and above 
the Castle How in Applethwaite that pay salary 
as aforesaid have set to their several names and 
marks the day and year first above written. 1639. 
James Wakefield Rector of Windermere, George 
Browne bayliff, Hugh Birkhead, Wm. Idle, James 
Fisher, Wm. Longmire, Tho. Atkinson, James 
Longmire, George Birkett, Chr. Birkett, Christo. 
Birkett, Geo. Longmire, Stephen Birkett, Antho. 
Cookson, Robt. Dixon, Ambrose Cowperthwaite, 
Thomas Birkett, Miles Borwick, Wm. Atkinson, 
Jo. Bateman, Robt. Atkinson, Tho. Brathwaite, 
Geo. Edmundson, John Atkinson, Geo. Dixon, 
Tho. Lancaster, Uxs. Geo. Winder, John Cook-
son, Uxs. Tho. Birkett, Robt. Atkinson, Robt. 
Birkett, Gawen Birkett, James Birkett, Hugh Bir-
kett, Wm. Longmire, Robt. Birkett, Hugh Bir-
kett, Miles Birkett, Uxs. Geo. Wilson, Uxs. Geo. 
Fisher, Christo. Birkett, Mathew Birkett, Geo. 
BirKett, Hugh Brathwaite, Rowland Browne, 
Uxs. Ja. Cookson, Jo. Birkett, Tho. Borwick, 
Geo. Borwick, John Braithwaite, Chr. Birkett. 

Copia vera examinat per me Geo. Browne. 

The George Browne who wrote the certified 
copy died 14th January, 1702 or /3, aged 77 
years, so it must be more than 200 years since 
the copy was made. 

If a copy is required for legal purposes it should 
be signed as a correct copy by two Magistrates.

In 1886 a sum of £258 was raised by subscrip-
tion and a Sale of Work within the parish for the 
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purpose of enlarging the School. At one time the 
people laid a voluntary rate of 10d. in the £ in 
support of the School and at a later date collect-
ed 2s. 6d. per tenement for the same purpose. 

 
 
 

The Papers and Deeds with regard to the 
School  are  in  the  Church Safe. They are some-
what lengthy, the following being some of the 
more interesting extracts: 

EXTRACTS RELATING TO THE SCHOOL 
FROM TROUTBECK CHURCH  

COLLECTORS’ ACCOUNTS. 

		  £	 s.	 d. 
1659-60.	 Paid for making Mr. Sibson  

   our Minister’s grave… … 0	 0	 6 
    	 Paid for our Schoolmaster  

   for Reading… ………… 0	1 5	 0 
1660-61.	 Paid for our Schoolmaster  

   for Reading… ………… 2	 0	 0 
1661-62.	 Paid for Dudley Walker, 

   our Schoolmaster… …… 0	1 6	 0 
1662-63.	 Paid for Dudley Walker  

   for Reading… ………… 2	 0	 0 
1663-64.	 Paid for Dudley Walker,  

   our Deacon… ………… 6	1 0	 0 
1664-65.	 Paid for Dudley Walker,  

   our Curate………………10	 0	 0
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1665-66.	 Paid for Mr. Walker,  
   our Minister… …………11	1 0	 0

(Dudley Walker evidently progressed from 
Schoolmaster to Minister.)

1694-95. Mr. Grisedale came to be Minister at 
Troutbeck this year at a Salary of £10. The 
said John Grisedale agrees to perform all 
things belonging to the office of a Minister 
and diligently to keep and teach a School, 
as well for Petty, as for Gramar Scholars. 
The Articles of Agreement by John Grisedale 
and 43 other names have been duly subscribed 
to, and are well approved by Wm. Wilson, 
Rector of Windermere.

1722. Aug. 12. William Langhorn signed an 
agreement exactly similar to the above. Out 
of the 41 persons signing this agreemennt 
39 have written their names, and only 2 have 
made marks.

1735. Jan.2. The Rev. Cristopher Atkinson elect-
ed on the resignation of the Rev. Wm. Lang-
horn.

1764. Aug. 23. Petition to the Bishop of Chester to 
license Timothy Martin to teach at the School. 

1770. April 4. Edmund Hoggarth of Swindale in 
the parish of Shappe, elected as Schoolmas-
ter. Petition to the Bishop to license him. 

1776. April 27. Benjamin Dockwray from Grey-
stoke School, elected as master.

1779. Mar. 25. The Rev. John Mackereth received 
interest on the School stock £3 17s. 8d., and 
in the following year £7 17s. 6d. from the 
same source for teaching in the School. 
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1789. Sept. 7. Mrs. Mackereth delivered up the 
School Key.

1790. July 22. Mr. Grisenthwaite resigned Trout-
beck School on being elected Schoolmaster 
at Bowness.

1790. Aug. 9. Mr. Lancaster elected master of 
Troutbeck School.

1791. March 28. Mr. Hayton elected as master 
by all the inhabitants but Philip Dixon.

1792. Oct. 19. Mr. Dodd relinquished the mas-
tership.

1793. Jan. 28- Mr. Jackson, of Ambleside, began 
teaching the school.

1793. Oct. 7. Mr. Jackson resigned the master-
ship.

1793. Oct. 14. Mr. Wm. Cowper began teaching 
the school.

1794. May 12. Mr. Hool began teaching the 
school.

1794. Sept. 3. Mr. Hool resigned the school.
1794. Sep. 1 5. Mr. Robert Birkett began teach-

ing the school.
1796. July. Mr. Robert Birkett gave up the 

school.
1796. Oct. 31. Mr. John Walton appointed 

schoolmaster.

The following are a few extracts from old log 
books:— 

One day the door was suddenly burst open, a 
rough head was protruded into the room, and a 
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loud voice was heard to say, “Which of you lile 
divvils left my yett oppen?” The irate farmer’s 
sheep had evidently strayed thro’ the open gate. 

 
Seven boys punished for playing football on 

Sunday—others cautioned against it. 

 
One Shrove Tuesday the children barred the 

door against the master and demanded a half 
holiday. This was a breach of discipline, but as 
there was no other harm done they got their holi-
day according to custom. 

 
 J. S. burnt his face by lighting gunpowder. 

 
Allowed scholars to witness interment of Mrs 

P, aged 105. 

 
Cautioned boys against grappling fish in the 

streams. 

 
Snow falling heavily all day, consequently the 

geography lesson was omitted. 

 
An hour lost through scholars being permitted 

to go hunting. 

 
Wedding at Church and according to custom 

the children were let out to see it.
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No fire to-day, having no sticks to kindle one 
with.

 
Began collecting the fire money this week; 

ninepence each. 

A liberal amount of cane has been dealt out 
this week to check a greater amount of talking 
than usual. 

 
C.D.’s father called to say that he would like 

his daughter to get on well in spelling and never 
mind maps, as she could not come long. 

 
Scholars let out to attend the funeral of Mrs. 

Longmire, aged 104. 

 
 T. Browne fell into the stream. 

 
Punished three boys for running sheep 

 
Miss B. engaged to teach the girls sewing in 

her own house until the school can be enlarged. 

 
Many children absent—Sheepshearing—only 

3 boys attended.

 
W. A. absent this morning—being unwilling 

to come to school.
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The Schoolmaster often used to read the serv-
ice in the Church, and was paid a small sum for 
so doing. 

 
The Parishioners in meeting assembled fixed 

the school hours. From March to September 
these were from 8 to 12 and from 2 to 6—8 
hours per day. September to November, 8 to 11-
30, and 1 to 4-30—7 hours per day. November 
to February, 8-30 to 11-30, and 1 to 4—6 hours 
per day. February to March, 8 to 11-30 and 1 
to 4-30—7 hours. The children thus worked all 
available daylight.

 
The Schoolmaster was required to teach Eng-

lish, latin, greek, and the first four rules of arith-
metic. He had to sign a Bond in the sum of Ten 
Pounds of lawful English money to do his duty, 
or else not to be admitted to his office. He had 
to agree “diligently to keep and teach the school 
as well for petty as for ‘Gramer Scholers.’ ” 

 
All managers have been elected by the Parish-

ioners since the school was established— no ex-
officio managers. 
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THE SCHOOL ENDOWMENT.

In 1716 the School Stock amounted to £67 0. 0d 
In 1762 a further sum was raised of £107 11.  0d 
of which Jonathan Birkhead, of Lancaster (a 
Troutbeck man), gave £50, and W. Birkett, an 
officer of Excise, £20.

About 1767 £75 of this money was invested in 
the Kendal Turnpike Road, and was finally paid 
off by the Trustees in 1873, and the balance of 
the money was, meanwhile, lent on Mortgage and 
in 1858, 3% Consols to the amount of £ III 13. 
6d. were purchased with it.

In 1852 William Braithwaite, of Orrest Head, 
by his will dated 18th day of December left £1000 
for the benefit of “the School” to be invested in 
the names of the Trustees of the said School for 
the time being, to be applied as an increase of 
salary of the master of the said School, or other-
wise for the benefit of the School as the Trustees 
thereof for the time being shall in their absolute 
discretion think proper, This was invested in 
1855 in 3% Consols of the value of £1,069 14s. 
1d. in January, 1890, the above two sums, and 
together with the £75 from the Turnpike Trust, 
were invested in 23/4% Consols, the Stock value 
of same being £1,291 18s. 6d. Miss Jane Wilson 
by her Will gave a further sum of £500 0s. 0d. 
to the School and the amount being invested in 
Consols. 

 
SCHOOL TRUSTEES. 

1839. April 4. Extract from School Minute 
Book:— 
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“At a Meeting of the landowners of Troutbeck 
held pursuant to Notice for Electing Guberna-
tors or Trustees according to the first institu-
tion the following persons were unanimously 
made choice of:— 

Geo Browne,…………………… Town End
Nicholas Wilson,……………… Town End
John Dawson,… ……………… The Cragg 
William Birkett,… …………… Low Wood 
William Birkett, Jun’r,… …… Townhead
Thomas Benson,… ………… High Green
John Wilson, Esq.,… ……… Applethwaite.

These names were also chosen at a former Elec-
tion at 1816. 

In 1900 the following were the names of the 
School Trustees or Gubernators:— 
	                            Date of Election. 
George Browne…………… 1856	 July 9th. 
John Birkett Forrest… … 1869	 Sept. 16th. 
Nicholas Wilson… ……… 1869	 Sept. 16th. 
James Birkett Pool… …… 1871	 March 30th. 
Arthur Brooke Dunlop	 1884	 March 29th. 
Rev. William Lowthian	 1893	 October 3rd. 
Charles Dunn… ………… 1901
Robert Forrest…………… 1899 

The first six were elected at public meetings by the 
ratepayers, the last two by the Parish Council. 

(The whole of the above are now deceased and 
new Trustees have been duly elected.)


