
Annual Report 2007
Jesus Church in the
Parish of Troutbeck.

Annual Meeting Agenda
in the Institute Reading Room on 13th March 2008 at 7.00pm.

Opening Prayer & Welcome.

The Vestry Meeting:

1. Appointment of Churchwardens for the coming year.
2. Resolution Relating to Tenure of Churchwardens.
3. Village Institute Representation

Annual Parochial Church Meeting:

1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of last years meeting (28th March 2007)
3. Matters arising from the Minutes.
4. The Electoral Roll.  
5. The Audited Accounts
6. Reports. a. Churchwardens

b.       Deanery Synod 
d.        Churches Together 
e. Churchyard
f. Fabric

7. Elections: a. PCC.
b. Deanery Synod
c. Independent Examiner of Accounts (Auditor)

8. Vicar`s Remarks.
9. Child Protection Policy.
10. Appointment of PCC Representative to the Troutbeck Village Association
11. Any Other Business.

Closing Prayer.

Parochial Church Council Meeting:

Will PCC Members please remain behind for five minutes.

Agenda:
1. Appointment of Hon Secretary.
2. Appointment of Lay Chairman.
3. Appointment of Hon. Treasurer.
4. Appointment of Standing Committee
5. Resolve: That the Accounts & Report be affixed at the church noticeboard for TWO weeks.
6. Resolve:  That the Accounts and Report be submitted to the Archdeacon at his forthcoming

visitation. (19 th May)
7. Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 22nd April at 7pm- Institute Reading Room



From the Vicar
It gives me great pleasure to present this Annual Report, which highlights how greatly God has
blessed us in the past year and how much we owe to those who so generously give of their time,
money and commitment to enrich our common life.

We have been enormously encouraged over the past couple of years to see how the new Village
Association is progressing and how the scheme to develop affordable housing in the former Troutbeck
School has come to fruition. Cooperation with the community and seeking to be a blessing to all in
this valley, whether resident or visitor, describe well the part we seek to play in Christ`s mission here.

Some five years ago, Bishop Graham encouraged us to reflect on what it might mean to be a `Healthy
Church`. He suggested that one of the signs is that we ÒSeek to find out what God wantsÓ. The
feedback from parishes across the Diocese tells us that this is by far the most challenging issue we
face.  My fervent hope in the coming year is that we really will continue engage with this question. For
as the Venite (part of Psalm 95- and often sung at Matins) reminds us: ÒFor He is our God, and we are
the people of His pasture and the sheep of His handÓ. This text sums up beautifully two vitally
important things to hold in our minds and on our heart: ÒWho God is and who we areÓ.  A gracious
God and a beloved people can and will do great things.

David Wilmot

Introduction:             
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) of Jesus Church, Troutbeck has the responsibility of co-operating
with the incumbent, The Revd. David M. Wilmot in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole
mission of the Church, pastoral social and ecumenical.

PCC Membership:
Members of the PCC are either ex officio or elected by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
in accordance with the Church Representation Rules. During the year the following persons served as
members of the PCC:

Vicar: The Reverend David Wilmot (Chairman)
Churchwardens: Mr. Robert Smith,

Mrs. Rosemary Hopwood
Reader: Mr. Christopher Bradbury
Pastoral Assistant: Mr. Leonard Lambert

Elected Members: Mr.  Poulsom (Vice Chairman)
Mr. Geoff Brown (Treasurer)
Miss. B. Joan Bland (Secretary)
Mr. Alf Henderson (Organist)

Miss J. Booth Mr. P. Fothergill Mr. C. Poulsom
Mrs. J. Cochrane Mr. R. Smith Mr. G. Dootson
Mrs. I. Gregg Mrs. J. Dootson Mrs. G. Howarth 

Judith and Gordon Dootson represent Jesus Church on the Deanery Synod.
The PCC met 7 times during the year.

Standing Committee:
This is the only committee required by law. It consists of the Vicar, the Churchwardens, the Vice-
Chairman and the Treasurer. It has authority to transact the business of the PCC between its
meetings, subject to any directions given by the Council.

Church Attendance:
The average Sunday attendance during the year was 38. During the year 12 Marriage Ceremonies
were held and 9 Funerals. There were 3 Baptisms this year.

Among those who have died during this year we hold in particular remembrance:  Pat Benson, Ann
Redmayne, Peter Cole, James Cochrane, Ron Phillips, Barbara Pinder, Betty Harper and David Dace.



Electoral Roll
The Electoral Roll was completely revised in February 2007 and this complete revision is carried out
every 6 years.  This year there are currently 48 members on the Electoral Roll as at March 2008.  The
Electoral Roll indicates membership of a particular congregation and it is the parishÕs register of
electors; it is a list of those qualified to attend and to vote at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
where elections take place for the representatives of the Church Council and the Deanery Synod. The
system of the Electoral Roll is intended to enable Christian people to feel that they are in touch with
Church as a whole and can play their part in decision making.

Lynda Durrell
Electoral Roll Officer

Minutes
of the Annual Parochial Church Council Meeting of Jesus Church, Troutbeck

held in the Troutbeck Institute on Wednesday 28th March 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

The Meeting began with a Welcome, Reading and Prayers

Present:    Reverend David Wilmot, Chair. Pat Benson,  Jane Booth,  Mary and Christopher
Bradbury,  Geoff Brown,  Gordon Dootson,  Peter Fothergill,  Irene Gregg,  Rosemary Hopwood,  Gill
Howarth, Leonard Lambert,  Christopher Poulsom,  Robert Smith,  Fred Tattersall,  Sylvia Waring.

Apologies  were received from Joan Bland, Judith Cochrane, Judith Dootson, May Moffatt and
Doreen Riddell.

Vestry Meeting
Appointment of Churchwardens: We are most grateful to our Churchwardens, Rosemary Hopwood and
Robert Smith for all that they have done in the past year and to their families for their support and were
unanimously reappointed as Churchwardens for the year ahead.

Troutbeck Institute:
1. Michael Simpson was nominated to fill the vacancy of Committee Member created by the death

of Peter Renison.
2. Rachel Halliday and Roger Westmoreland were nominated for re-election as Committee

Members for the ensuing two years,  2007-2009
All three nominations were elected unanimously.

Annual Parochial Church Council Meeting
1. Minutes  of last years Meeting held on the 28th March 2006 were approved and signed after a

small alteration that is brought up in Matters arising.

2. Matters Arising:    Geoff Brown pointed out that the accounts are not audited but
independently examined.

3. The Electoral Roll:   The number of persons on the electoral roll has halved in a year and it
was discussed as to why the large drop in numbers. It was agreed that David W. would write a
short piece for the next available magazine explaining all about the electoral roll.

4. The Independently Examined  Accounts had been prepared and presented by Geoff Brown,
the Treasurer, and independently examined by David Fell, the appointed examiner. The
accounts this year have been prepared in a slightly different format, receipts and payments
basis, in accordance with the Church Accounting Regulations 2006 and as such comply with the
Charities Act 1993 and the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2005.

The Treasurer reported that there was a deficit of £3040 in the General Fund for the year
compared with a surplus of £3891 in the previous year. This deficit was partially offset by a
surplus of £966 on the Churchyard account and by an increase in Restricted Funds of £1772.
Overall cash balances fell by £382.



The main contributing factors for the deficit on the General Account were varied and Geoff
proceeded to outline the main areas where revenue had decreased:-
1. A continued decline in collections at regular services which it was agreed should be

brought to the attention of the village as a whole. To this end Geoff agreed to write a
short article in the next available magazine.

2. The Parish Share increased by 9%. There is continuing discussion within the diocese
and a new method would be implemented in 2008.

3. A decline in fundraising as there was no garden trail in the year.
4. 2 deliveries of heating oil in the year plus the increase in the cost of oil and higher

electricity prices.
5. A large increase in the cost of repairs and renewals attributable mainly to the painting

and treatment of the timbers inside the church.

There has been a steady increase in the number of weddings held at the church resulting in an
increase in fees of £1303 for the year.

The church benefits greatly from donations and legacies from a number of parishioners who
deserve a special word of thanks and also for the increasing number of persons who regularly
contribute under the Gift Aid Scheme. £3304 was reclaimed this year under the Gift Aid Scheme
which is a slightly reduced figure on the previous year. The prudent advice that is being received
on the church investments resulted in a 9.5% market value increase.

Geoff concluded his report by reiterating a previous topic that whilst the church is in a healthy
financial position, reserves cannot be constantly eroded and much work has to be done to
increase the regular offerings and income from fundraising so that the every day expenses can
be balanced. Gordon Dootson thanked Geoff for all his hard work during the year.

5. Reports

a. ChurchwardensÕ Report:  The
church interior was completely
redecorated and the roof beams
treated which has brightened the
appearance cons iderab ly .
Discussion followed on the Yew
trees outside the main door that
are looking very unhealthy and
being nibbled by the deer. It was
agreed that hort icul tural
assistance would be sought to
obtain trees that would not be
eaten by the deer and can
withstand the cold that is very
prevalent in the location of the
trees.

The old school is about to be redeveloped and parking during church services will no longer be
available. Robert Smith agreed that he would contact John Gaynor about the possibility of
purchasing the piece of land on the opposite side of the road in a southerly direction from the
church.

The Book of Remembrance is now complete and dedicated. It was agreed that Steve Kelly should
be rewarded for his efforts.

b. Deanery Synod:   The main progress in discussions at Synod was the decentralising of
decisions to Deaneries as opposed to all the decisions being made in Carlisle. And secondly 

the on going discussion about the parish share and in 2008 a new system is going to be
tried with more control in the parishes as to how much they contribute to the total.

c. Churchyard:  It was agreed that the paths in the churchyard are greatly improved by restoring
them to their original widths and a new layer of tar macadam.



d. Fabric:    The installation of a lightning conductor is in hand.  It was regretted that there has
been a delay in the installation of the new wall safe. Paul Grout, having taken over from Michael
Bottomley, will be attending to the Quinquennial Report soon and his report will be presented to
the PCC.

6. Elections

a. Sidesmen:    The election of Sidesmen was postponed to a later date.   It was agreed that the
role of Sidesmen should be more clearly defined. Robert Smith requested assistance at the end
of the services in the tidying up of the church and returning items to the vestry and the safe.

b. PCC: All present members of the PCC were re-elected. Christopher Bradbury and Pat Benson
were nominated to join the PCC and unanimously elected. The members of the PCC are:-
Pat Benson,  Joan Bland,  Jane Booth,  Christopher Bradbury,  Geoff Brown,  Judith Cochrane,
Peter Fothergill, Irene Gregg,  Rosemary Hopwood,  Gill Howarth,  May Moffatt,  Christopher
Poulsom,  Robert Smith.

c. Independent Examiner of Accounts:
David Fell was reappointed.

6. VicarÕs Remarks:   David encouraged the meeting to reflect on the many ways in which Jesus
Church is valued by both visitors and residents and to concentrate in particular on the gift of
festivity: calling the village together to celebrate God`s goodness. These kinds of occasions Ð
such as Harvest, Pet Service and the forthcoming service at Birkhead were profoundly attractive
and spread a positive `aroma`. He thanked the people of  Troutbeck for their many kindnesses
to Margaret,  his family and himself. A vote of thanks was proposed by Geoff Brown to David for
all his work.

7. Appointment of PCC Representative to the Village Association:
Peter Fothergill was re-elected.

8. Other Business:
¥ Fred Tattersall asked why sometimes the services that are held on a particular Sunday

are not the same as the type of service that is published in the Church Magazine. David
apologised for what was an administrative oversight and would try keep a closer eye on
the matter.

¥ Sylvia Waring suggested that it would be a good idea to have the times of St Mary
services in the Jesus Church magazine then if people could not attend Jesus Church then
the times of services at St MaryÕs might be more suitable for them.

Parochial Church Council Meeting
Appointments:
Hon Secretary   -   Joan Bland was unanimously reappointed Minutes Secretary
Lay Chairman   -   Christopher Poulsom was unanimously reappointed
Hon Treasurer   -   Geoff Brown was unanimously reappointed
Standing Committee  -   The following were reappointed:

          -   Vicar,  Churchwardens,  Treasurer and Lay Chairman

Accounts and Reports:    It was resolved that the Accounts and Report would be affixed to the
Church notice board for two weeks and that the Accounts and Report be submitted to the
Archdeacon on his next visit.

Date of the next PCC Meeting :  Monday 30th April in the Reading Room, The Institute,
Troutbeck.

The Meeting closed with the Grace at 9.00 pm.

1. Treasurer`s Report



The finances of the PCC remain in good health with Cash Reserves increasing by £6479 during the
year cf a fall of £382 in 2006.

A surplus of £6180 was achieved on the General Fund (2006 a deficit of £3040) primarily due to:
¥ An increase in regular giving of £1457;
¥ An increase in income from fund raising and social events of £649;
¥ Profits from the sale of 2 investments totalling £5422.

Expenditure decreased by £1289 due primarily to lower repairs and renewals of £2027. However,
Parish Share continued to rise to some £17188 (2006 £16370) after a 5% early payment discount.
The new ÔOffering SchemeÕ will hopefully bring some relief in 2009 provided it is a ÔtrueÕ offering
scheme; all Parishes cover the costs of Ministry; and the figures across the Diocese are made
explicit.

It is pleasing to record that because of the healthy state of the finances the PCC was able to make
significant Charitable Donations amounting to £3080 during the year Ð an increase of £1000 over
2006.

A surplus of £1258 (2006 £966) was recorded on the Churchyard account due to lower costs of
equipment and repairs.

As in previous years, the Church has benefited greatly from donations from a number of
parishioners. Our special thanks go to all who contributed so generously and also to the many who
regularly contribute under the Gift Aid / Free Will Offering scheme from which we are able to
reclaim income tax. The accounts include £3383 which was reclaimed for the 2006/7 tax year cf
£3304 in 2005/6.

As always we need to continually monitor our expenditure carefully to ensure it is being put to
good use and that we give generously so that we may continue to help those Parishes who are less
well off than ourselves and to maximise our Charitable Giving. Overall, however, we move into
2008 with a healthy financial position.

Geoff Brown FCA - Treasurer

2. Churchwardens Report
a. Church

Three new books were put on display during the year.
1. News and events at Jesus Church.
2. Flora and Fauna recordings in the churchyard.
3. Book of Remembrance, dedicated on 4th March and kindly donated by Beryl Hoyle.

On Mothering Sunday, 17th March, St AnneÕs pupils joined a large congregation and read the
lessons. Easter Services were well attended, with several welcome contributions of cut flowers and
tubs of Daffodils in the porch.

The sensitive question of artificial flowers in the churchyard was addressed and the New Diocesan
rules have been implemented without any problems.

During the summer several groups visited Jesus Church by arrangement;
1.  ÔThrough Faith MissionsÕ 600 Christians walked through Cumbria in May.  Several stopped

off at Jesus Church for an hour.
2. In June ÔStately HomesÕ coaches brought a group of people to our Church on a William Morris

Tour to see the East window.
3. Around 50 former pupils from St AnneÕs School called at Jesus Church for a short service

during their school reunion day.
4. Sponsored cyclists called during September for a rest and refreshments.  They were visiting as

many churches as possible on that day.

In September Rev. David and Margaret Wilmot celebrated their Silver Wedding Anniversary
enjoying a glass of wine and some cake with the congregation.



The Harvest Supper was a great success.  Splendid entertainment was provided by the pupils from
St AnneÕs School.

Archdeacon George Howe visited us in November to carry out his inspection of all matters relating
to the Church.  His report was very complimentary with no significant issues.
The Carol service was very popular followed by refreshments in the Institute.  This worked well
and the format will be repeated in 2008.

b. Churchyard

Our churchyard maintenance team continue to do a marvellous job in keeping the grass cut,
fences mended and walls repaired and our sincere thanks go to them all.

Both lytch gates are in need of attention.  Both are very dirty and are affected by algae.  When the
weather improves they will be pressure washed and treated and attention to the latch on the upper
gate.

The Churchwardens Ð Mrs. Rosemary Hopwood and Mr. Robert Smith      

3. Fabric Report
The wall safe has been replaced by a larger version so enabling visitors to make their donation in
the gift aid envelopes that are provided in close proximity to the new safe.

The nappy changer has been in great demand with the increase in the number of weddings and
has proved a very useful additional amenity on such occasions.

Jesus Church employs less than 5 people so there is no legal requirement for the PCC to produce a
Health and Safety report  but it was felt prudent and  responsible to have a Report then everybody
can see the necessary actions to be taken if accidents do occur.

Paul Grout undertook to make the Quinquennial Report which was due this year.  He made a few
minor recommendations for work to be done but overall he found the building generally in good
condition and well cared for.

Christopher Poulsom

    4. Social Events
The Troutbeck Garden Trail was held on 28th May Ð Whit Monday Ð under the Chairmanship of
Tony Ashton and was a resounding success.  Jesus Church was a quarter beneficiary of the
proceeds.

A Service of Praise and Worship was held on the afternoon of Sunday, 10th June.  Everybody
gathered on the lawn at Birkhead, the weather was glorious, Alf and his organ music resounded
around the valley.  David led the worship and this was followed by afternoon tea. This was a new
venture having a service in a garden and may well be tried again.

The Village Outing in conjunction in Ings, Staveley and Kentmere was held on the 26th June and
was enjoyed by all who went on the trip.  It started with a short train ride on the South Tynedale
Narrow Gauge Railway, followed by a visit to Greenhead, the Roman Army Museum  in the
vicinity of HadrianÕs Wall and lunch.  In the afternoon, there was a tour around Lanercost Priory,
followed by afternoon tea and a service of evening worship led by David Wilmot.

Christopher Poulsom

5. Deanery Synod
1. The Deanery Synod has been involved in preparing a Deanery Plan which will encourage

parishes to work together in mission and service. The hope is for a revitalised church with
attendances and enthusiasm increased across the Deanery and the Diocese as a whole.



2. An integral part of the process is the new Offering System (formerly Quota) which will de-
centralise financial decisions and give ÔownershipÕ to the individual PCCÕs, as distinct from
what was formerly perceived as a Diocesan ÔtaxÕ.

3. Both plan and offering system have controversial elements which may make
implementation difficult.

4. Our support is continuing for the BishopÕs Survival to RenewalÕ Mission.

Judy Dootson -Deanery Synod Representative

6.  Churches Together in Windermere & District
Under the (new) Chairmanship of Mrs. Barbara Crompton the Churches Together Forum has
received new impetus and taken a new direction.  A range of ecumenical events have been
throughout the year including Praise on the Lake, a trip to Liverpool, several joint services and
cooperation in a number of projects such as Christian Aid, Fair Trade and most significantly the
projected employment of a Christian Youth worker.

As we move into 2008 the next Forum will be on Sunday, 9th March at the Windermere Community
Church on Park Road at 3.00pm.  Some of the foreign workers have been invited to come and tell of
their experiences. A trip has been arranged to visit Chester I order to see the Chester Mystery Play
ÔThe ProphecyÕ.

In the latter part of the year Mrs. Jane Booth kindly agreed to
be our Churches Together Representative. Thank you Jane.

7. Marriage Preparation Day
Throughout the year Jesus Church has continued to offer a very significant ministry to couples who
wish to marry in our beautiful building. Cards and letter received tell of how much they appreciate
the warmth of welcome at Jesus Church especially on a Sunday morning. At the end of January we
once again joined with the Parishes of St. Mary Windermere, Staveley, Kentmere, Ings and Bowness
in hosting a Preparation Day for our couples. Thirty-five couples attended and the themes ranged
from those practical matters relating to the ceremony to budgeting, the care of children and how to
stay friends whilst having a good old row!


